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STUDENTS LEAD THE CELEBRATION
Kids have a voice at St. Benedict’s Prep even at the biggest event of the year, the
2022 Annual Scholarship Gala on May 12. When the balloons dropped to signify
the successful conclusion of Forever Benedict’s, Gray Bees took charge and led the
community in a rousing rendition of the “Go and Conquer” affirmation.

50 Year Milestones

The Hive commemorates another 50-year
milestone: the November 1972 appointment of
a 26-year-old Benedictine monk as Headmaster.
Fifty years later, Fr. Edwin Leahy, O.S.B. ’63 is still
breaking new ground.
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The BUZZ NEWS FROM THE HIVE

GREETINGS

Our Current Situation? Gratitude!

MILESTONE
The start of the
2022-2023
academic year
marks Fr. Edwin’s
50th year as
Headmaster of St.
Benedict’s Prep.
The story of how
it happened is
recounted in this
issue’s 50-Year
Milestones on
page 21.

We live in a constant state of gratefulness at St.
Benedict’s Prep.
It’s with us every morning at Convocation when
we say, “I love you. You’re worth it.” Gratitude kept
us going through COVID-19. It drives us to build
better relationships and even shapes the decisions and
priorities that move this community forward.
As you will read in our summer issue of St.
Benedict’s Prep magazine, we just sent 150 Gray
Bee graduates into the world following the 2022
Commencement ceremonies in June. I’m deeply
grateful to the faculty, staff and parents for all they
did to deliver these young men and women to this
point in their lives. The Class of 1972 was with us for
Commencement in celebration of their 50th reunion, as well as Tom Kilkenny ’61, whose father,
Thomas J. Kilkenny, graduated 100 years ago in the Class of 1922.
What an incredible gift! Fifty years ago, everyone thought the Class of 1972 would be the last
class to graduate St. Benedict’s Prep. Yet here we are, more than 1,000 students strong as the 20222023 academic year began on July 25. I can’t emphasize how important it is for kids to witness
the connectedness of Gray Bees stretching back the last century, with Tom Kilkenny representing
his dad, to the present day. It tells our kids that they are part of something much bigger than
themselves, their graduating class, or community they see every day on the Property. They
belong to a place and mission that will go on forever.
Continuity was the objective of Forever Benedict’s, the largest fundraising campaign in our
history, which we celebrated at the Annual Scholarship Gala in May. Together, we raised nearly
$109 million, far exceeding our initial goal of $100 million, with contributions from 10,643
donors. The campaign doubled our endowment to $36 million and our alumni participation rate
reached 37%, the sixth consecutive increase and a new record for giving. Together we’ve achieved
a stronger financial footing and the ability to keep tuition affordable and provide financial
assistance to 85% of Middle and Prep Division students.
None of these achievements would have been possible without you. We could not do this
work or be of service to people from in and around Newark without the help of our alumni and
teammates. Thank you for responding and for the love and loyalty you’ve shown us. Now, we
get to start all over again with the new academic year. I hope you will continue to remember
St. Benedict’s Prep.
With gratitude,

Fr. Edwin Leahy, O.S.B. ’63
Headmaster
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Rejoice! The Classes of 2022 — 150 Gray Bee graduates in all — had a lot to celebrate at Commencement Exercises held
on June 4 and 5. This year’s graduating classes included 31 young women from the Girls Prep Division and 119 young men
from the Boys Prep Division. The Commencement speakers, Lt. Stacey Lloyd, Ph.D. and Tpr. Alan Laws of the New Jersey
State Police, offered inspiring words of advice to the graduates and reflected on the Building Bridges Program and other
partnerships that brought them to St. Benedict’s Prep.
St. Benedict’s Prep Magazine • Summer 2022
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MATRICULATION
LIST
A sampling of
schools Gray
Bees will attend
this fall:

SHOWCASING NEW AND
UNSEEN ART

Senior Group Leaders Aim High

ORDAINED
Newark Abbey
celebrated
another blessed
event on April
30. Fr. Mark
Dilone, O.S.B.,
history teacher
at The Hive, was
ordained to the
priesthood.
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If the 2021-22 academic year was about
rebuilding Benedict’s after 18 months
of remote learning, 2022-23 is about
reaching new heights. “This year will
be about raising and improving our
standards from where we were last
year,” said Senior Group Leader of
the Girls Prep Division Sarha Flores
’23. Flores’ counterpart in the Boys
Prep Division, Senior Group Leader
William Register ’23, agreed. “It’s a
good time for us to implement new
things to make the School better.”
Named Senior Group Leaders of
their respective Divisions in July, the
duo began preparing for the Freshman
Overnight a few weeks after assuming
the top student leadership positions
at St. Benedict’s Prep. The senior
leadership teams are also tasked
with overseeing two new Summer
Phase leadership experiences: the
WAC (Water Adversity Challenge)
for UDIs and the WILD (Wilderness
Inspired Leadership Development)
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Expedition for UDIIs. “It will help us
in the long run,” predicted William,
even if student-leaders juggle greater
responsibilities during Summer
Phase. “Getting more leadership
embedded over the summer will
help classmates hold each other
to a higher standard. They’ll be
leading themselves in a way.”
Sarha is from Elizabeth, N.J. She
attended Benedictine Academy and
was a founding member of the Girls
Prep Division in 2020. Last year, she
served as Group Leader of Pearl
Coleman. William hails from Hillside,
N.J. He was Assistant Group Leader
of Fr. Celestine Staab, O.S.B., last year,
and a Freshman Counselor in 2020-21.
The Freshman Overnight, the
weeklong, student-run onboarding
experience for all first year Gray
Bees, was held July 24-29 for the Boys
Prep Division and July 31-August
5 for the Girls Prep Division.

Interpretive artwork by St. Benedict’s
Prep students once again graced the
cafeteria to commemorate the return of
the Interdisciplinary Project showcase
on March 31. The event featured a
range of work based on the timely
theme, “Stay and Build: Remember the
Past — Invent the Future.”
Chair of the Fine Arts Department
Pamela Wye-Hunsinger H’18 said this
year’s project was an ideal vehicle
for students to reclaim Benedict’s
traditions in the wake of COVID-19,
while addressing ways for the School
and community to improve. A
centerpiece of the “Stay and Build”
exhibit was a series of student selfportraits that rendered shared values
using a single motto, song lyric or
affirmation as inspiration.
A collection of unseen art also went
on view for the first time. “50 Years of
Latino and Hispanic Legacy at SBP,” the
theme of the 2019-20 Interdisciplinary
Project, had its showcase canceled
due to COVID-19. A study of Mexican
folk art angels, graphic novels
exploring Latinx themes and other
artwork was also exhibited on March
31 for members of the St. Benedict’s
community to appreciate and enjoy.

Boston College

What’s Next for the Class of 2022
The Class of 2022 will represent St.
Benedict’s Prep at small liberal arts
colleges, large public universities and
everything in between this fall. “This
is an especially talented class that
capitalized on that talent,” said Dean
of Seniors and College Placement
Didier Jean-Baptiste ’86.
The majority of graduates will
matriculate to two and four-year
colleges and universities, with some
opting for the military, trade school,
apprenticeships and a gap year. The
accompaniment seniors experience to
plan for life after Benedict’s continues
to impact younger students. Many in
the Class of 2022 were influenced by

college alumni who came back to visit
and advised seniors to apply early.
“They listened,” said Mr. Jean-Baptiste.
This resulted in more seniors applying
Early Decision and more acceptances
to highly competitive institutions.
“This year’s results are spurring
UDIIs to get active in college
placement sooner,” he added. A
good number of rising seniors in fact
participated in summer pre-college
programs offered by Carnegie Mellon
University, Marist College, NYU, Saint
Peter’s University, Skidmore College,
Stevens Institute of Technology and
Syracuse University, as well as the U.S.
Naval Academy.

Bowdoin College
Caldwell
University
Lawrence
University
Lehigh University
Monmouth
University
Morehouse
College

GRAY BEES COMMIT TO
SPORT AND COLLEGE
Thirteen Gray Bees from the Class of
2022 will continue to compete in their
sport at the following colleges and
universities:
Swimming
Anthony Granger ’22
Saint John’s University, MN

NJIT

Wrestling
Michael Holleran ’22
New York University

Northwestern
University

Nick Stampuolous ’22
University at Buffalo

NYU
Rochester
Institute of
Technology
Rutgers University
Saint Anselm
College
Saint John’s
University
Skidmore College
Temple University
UMASS
University of
Notre Dame
University of
Pennsylvania
Villanova
University
Yale University

Basketball
Jahlijah Grant ’22
Southern Connecticut State University
Omarion Hett-Davis ’22
American International College
Everton Brown ’22
Morehouse College
Soccer
Daunte Saunchez ’22
Rider University
Skylar Cunha ’22
Marist College
Amari Thompson ’22
College of Staten Island
Rowing
Brandon Pineda ’22
Dominican University
Nestor Martinez ’22
Skidmore College
Jayden Dasher ’22
Hobart & William-Smith Colleges
Alvaro Paulin ’22
Hobart & William-Smith Colleges
St. Benedict’s Prep Magazine • Summer 2022
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Faculty in Focus

WHAT IS THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING BACK IN PERSON?

PLANTING
SEEDS
The Gray Bee
Garden became
a more viable
enterprise by
going indoors.
In addition to
outdoor gardening, students
plant seeds and
nurture seedlings
on the top floor
of the HAB. It’s a
cost saver (fewer
seedlings to
purchase) and
the active use of
hydroponic and
growing tables
means produce
can be planted
and harvested
from spring until
late fall.

6

Gray Bee Garden is a real job. The project employed four students this summer.
Pictured here are Kwashawn Gilchrist ’24 (left) and Donson Akhibi ’24 (right).

Garden Enterprise
What’s growing behind Leahy
House may surprise you. The
Gray Bee Garden is a burgeoning
urban farm that in the past year has
developed into 1,800-square feet of
raised beds, three growing seasons
and a business plan that teaches
entrepreneurship while bringing
organic, locally grown produce to
the greater Newark community.
It’s a classic example of how
collaboration among St. Benedict’s
faculty members yields rewards
exponentially greater than the
sum of its parts. Fr. Maximillian
Buonocore, O.S.B. H’15, has led the
Spring Phase course on gardening
since 2009. History teacher Susanne
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Mueller, a former business owner,
introduced a Spring Phase course
on entrepreneurship not so long
ago. The two teachers, with the
help of Garden Project Director
Noreen Connolly H’11, joined forces
in 2021. Their courses remained
separate, but they worked in concert
and produced notable results.
“Synergy plays a vital role,”
explained Fr. Max. “We wouldn’t
have expanded the garden this
much if Susanne hadn’t put plans
in place to expand it as a business.
Now, decisions about what to
plant and how much to plant
determines a lot of what we do.”
Students from the entrepreneurship

class and Gardening Club sold
Gray Bee produce through the
Cooperative Market, an online
aggregator of locally grown food.
The project generated $1,000 in sales
last year and the group projects
triple revenue this year. “We want
to sell more so we can reinvest and
grow more food for the community,”
explained Ms. Mueller. The Hive’s
urban farm recently received an
Alumni Association grant, a generous
gift from former CFO Paul Barnas
and $10,000 from an anonymous
foundation. It has also qualified
for USDA funding to improve
infrastructure and become financially
and environmentally sustainable.

It’s been great to build real
relationships with the kids again. When
we were virtual, we tried, but the kids
had to want to build relationships with
us. It’s not like we could make them
come to online office hours. Now that
we’re back, we see the kids every day.
We see them when they’re hanging
out. We see who their friends are.
We have the time and place to talk to
them. I knew my students better in a
month in person than in a year online,
and again, I knew all of my students.
Class is important, but doing nothing
together (as Fr. Mark used to say) is
just as important when you’re building
community.
Daniel Kane ’03
Latin teacher, Middle Division
World Language Chair, All Divisions

My teaching had to evolve during
the pandemic, but as remote learning
diminished and in-person learning
returned, I imagined which new
teaching practices must continue as
I educate this pandemic generation.
Children had endured serious trauma
to their social or mental health.
I could not wait to look my students
in the eye, give them high fives, fist
bumps and hugs! Seeing students
among their peers and teachers
laughing, talking, singing, and even
arguing in an environment of love
was the beginning of righting the
pandemic’s losses. So, we encourage
connection and provide enriching
communication. Most important – a
little empowering hug goes a long way.
Char-Lotte Searcy
Upper Level Dean, Girls Prep Division
English and Literature teacher

The essence of St. Benedict’s is
community. For many of us – students
and adults – Benedict’s has been more
than just a school or place of work.
Praying, recreating, and learning
together, we have each become part of
the community and the community has
become part of us.
When we were distanced from each
other, we lost some of that. After a year
away, our return to in-person learning
brought challenges and opportunities.
Now that we’re back together, it’s most
rewarding to be a daily presence in the
lives of our students as they discover
their talents, acknowledge their own
greatness, and recognize their value to
the community.
It doesn’t get much better than
coming to school every day and being
a part of that!
Jared I. Boone ’13
Freshman Level Dean, Boys Prep Division
World History I Teacher

“There is a big
difference
between what
I imagined
Wyoming to
be and what it
actually was.
Every different
activity brought
a new sense
of exhilaration
within me.
I could not
control my
child-like awe
whenever I saw
a bison or bald
eagle, and I
couldn’t help
but stare at the
vastness before
me whenever
we hiked.”
— Amberlee
Castillo ‘23

JULY IN THE TETONS
In June 2021, Jim Dorsey read the article about Gray Bees hiking The Trail in The New
York Times. The chairman of JMJ Capital based in Jackson Hole, Wyo., Mr. Dorsey
connected with The Hive and offered to fund additional learning opportunities
outdoors for St. Benedict’s Prep students. That opportunity came to fruition
this summer.
Eleven students from the Girls and Boys Prep Divisions and two faculty members
spent a week in July at the Teton Science Schools in Jackson Hole. The program
focuses on science immersion in the area and a backpacking trip through Grand
Teton National Park.
St. Benedict’s Prep Magazine • Summer 2022
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EXPANDING
OUR
FOOTPRINT
In early September, the Elementary Division will have a new home: on
Livingston Street, the site of the former St. Stanislaus School. Located sixtenths of a mile from Newark Abbey, St. Benedict’s is leasing the nearly
24,000-square-foot school building from the Archdiocese of Newark for
Grades K-6. The agreement allows The Hive to accommodate growing
enrollment in every Division. In July, the School reported registration of
more than 1,000 Gray Bees in Grades K-12, the fifth consecutive year of
enrollment growth.
Headmaster Fr. Edwin D. Leahy, O.S.B. ’63, described the additional space as
a win-win for St. Benedict’s and Catholic education in the City of Newark.
“Catholic schools have been closing across the city for decades. The Livingston
Street location allows us to solve our space issues and expand St. Benedict’s
footprint. It’s a tremendous development for the community. A once closed
Catholic school will again be open for families who want an outstanding, faithbased education that gives students a voice and allows them to become leaders.”
Sister Ann Marie Gass, S.S.J., Dean of the Elementary Division (pictured left),
is excited about the space and its potential to enhance teaching, learning and
the overall experience of the youngest Gray Bees. On a site visit in late June,
Sister Ann introduced herself and the School to neighbors with her characteristic
warmth and energy.
Fr. Edwin will maintain an office at the Livingston Street location. On the
Property at 520 MLK Boulevard, the Girls Prep Division will move into St.
Mary’s Hall, which was formerly occupied by the Middle Division.

THE FACTS

8

1899

6/10

23,976 28%

215

3 to 4

The year the school building was
constructed by St. Stanislaus
Roman Catholic Church to educate
the children of Polish immigrants.

Located at 118-132 Livingston
Street, the Elementary Division will
be located six-tenths of a mile from
520 MLK Boulevard.

The building provides nearly
24,000 square feet and includes
eight classrooms, gymnasium,
science laboratory, computertechnology room, music room,
library and other amenities.

The estimated number of Elementary Division
students who will call the St. Benedict’s
Livingston Street location home in September.

St. Benedict’s expansion to Livingston Street
increases the number of Catholic school
locations in Newark from three to four: two
St. Benedict’s sites, plus Saint Michael School
and Saint Vincent Academy.
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The increase in overall enrollment
at St. Benedict’s since 2017
when The Hive adopted the K-12
educational model. With 1,000+
students enrolled for 2022-23, the
acquisition of additional space was
a critical priority for The Hive.

$4,800

Elementary Division tuition for the 2022-23
academic year. Tuition is greatly subsidized,
therefore financial aid is not available in the
Elementary Division. Gifts to the Annual Fund
provide the necessary support to make Catholic
education as accessible as possible to families.

St. Benedict’s Prep Magazine • Summer 2022
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After Class

WITH ABBOT AUGUSTINE J. CURLEY, O.S.B., PH.D. ’74

community is going in the right direction.
I’m here to listen. Obviously when you live
in community, not everyone has the same
viewpoint on things. You need to be open to
different viewpoints. Ultimately, when I make
a decision, I have to ensure it doesn’t alienate
people and that people are comfortable, even
if it’s not the decision they wanted.
The Abbot is also the spiritual guide for
St. Mary’s Church and St. Benedict’s Prep.
It’s really a relationship that extends to the
whole community and on to the City of
Newark. I want to be available to the city on a
governmental level and just also to the people
of the city. I’m open to whatever comes up.

Father to the
Whole Community
The Benedictine monks of Newark Abbey elected Rt. Rev.
Augustine J. Curley, O.S.B., Ph.D. ’74, the third Abbot of the
monastic community on May 12. Abbot Gus or “Goose,” as he’s
affectionately known to generations of Gray Bees, sat for a
conversation about his new role as spiritual leader.

10
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How are you settling into the role of Abbot?
I’m still moving into the position but am
getting there. I think the honeymoon lasted
two day [laughs]. Having taken care of the
everyday needs of the monastery for the last
15 years as Prior is a definite advantage. I’m
aware of the issues and not coming into the
position cold.
People have a general sense that the Abbot
serves as the spiritual leader of Newark
Abbey. Can you give us a more precise idea
of what the Abbot does?
The word Abbot means father, so it’s really
being the father of the entire community.
One of the roles is to make sure the monastic

You are the third Abbot of Newark Abbey.
Ambrose Clark, O.S.B., the first Abbot, had
a relatively short tenure marked by change
and trauma in the late 1960s. The tenure
of Melvin Valvano, O.S.B. ’56, the second
Abbot, lasted nearly 50 years and will likely
be remembered as a time of sustained
renewal. Do you have a sense of what your
tenure will be like?
I hope it’s peaceful. I pray it’s peaceful. I’ve
become Abbot just as we’re coming out of
COVID-19, so it’s an unsettling time. I see part
of my role as being a steady influence and a
spiritual guide to keep all our communities
— the monastery, St. Mary’s Church and St.
Benedict’s Prep — on track and to move them
into the future.
Speaking of St. Benedict’s…as you know,
enrollment has grown to over 1,000
students at The Hive. How do your priorities
as Abbot align with the School?
When I was in school at St. Benedict’s,
probably half of the faculty were monks. And
before that, most of the faculty were monks.
As the School grows, we still want to keep the
monastic influence. We need to find a way to
do that when we’re not teaching half of the
classes. I’m looking for ways that I can be
involved with the School and make sure the

monastic influence continues.
Part of that means looking at vocations.
Before COVID, we would have students
join us for Mass, come to dinner. The guys
that used to come graduated, so there hasn’t
been a real way of connecting young men to
the life of the monastery. Post COVID, we’re
going to look at how we can start doing that
again, safely.

“It’s not that we happen to be
in Newark. God planted us in
Newark. We need to connect
and be a part of the city.”
You’ve been the caretaker of the history
of Newark Abbey and St. Benedict’s Prep.
How does history inform your approach as a
spiritual leader?
If you look at our history, God put us here.
You had Nicholas Balleis start a parish in
1838 and eventually, the Bishop of Newark
asked Boniface Wimmer to start a monastery
here. It’s not that we happen to be in Newark.
God planted us in Newark. We really need to
connect and be a part of the city.
As different ethnic groups came through
the city, history repeated itself. Boniface
Wimmer, who founded St. Benedict’s,
brought the children of Irish and German
immigrants together. ‘Forget the adults,’ he
said. ‘They are set in their ways.’ We’re
doing the same thing now, except it’s so
much broader.
How so?
At the time of our Centennial, Abbot
Martin Burne said, ‘We cannot be an
island of whiteness in the Central
Ward. We have to engage.’ He was very
influential in bringing African-Americans
to the School. My freshman year at St.
Benedict’s was probably the first year

the School had a significant number of
African-American and Latino students.
Today, we have a multi-ethnic student
body from so many different religious
groups: Catholics, Protestants, Jews,
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and Sikhs, all
coming to this Catholic school, living and
learning together. Much of it is because
the monks are here. I want to continue
being a point of unity, a point of connection
among all these different groups.
In your first public appearance as Abbot
at the Annual Scholarship Gala, you took
a few moments to talk about vocations.
Anything you want to say on vocations for
this magazine?
We pray for vocations, but we must also
encourage them. I think a big part of it is
getting people to realize that this is a possible
life. It’s a satisfying life. It’s a fulfilling life.
People tend to concentrate on what you must
give up, rather than what you have to gain.
I’d encourage someone who is discerning a
vocation, to come and be with us for a while.
Maybe you’ll see it’s not the way you
perceive it.
Rt. Rev. Augustine Curley, O.S.B., Ph.D. ’74, was
a sophomore when St. Benedict’s Prep closed in
1972. He attended Saint Peter’s Prep for one year
and went on to earn bachelor’s degrees in politics
and philosophy from Assumption College, and
a doctorate in philosophy from Boston College.
Abbot Gus joined the community at Newark
Abbey and was ordained to the priesthood in 1988.
He serves on the Board of Directors of the Newark
History Society and was the historian for the city’s
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in 2022.
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Advancement COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS
1.

2.

3.

MISSION
ACCOMPLISHED
With more than $108 million raised, the
triumphant conclusion of Forever Benedict’s is
celebrated at the 2022 Annual Scholarship Gala.

4.

Barry H. Ostrowsky,
president and CEO RWJ
Barnabas Health and
one of three honorees
fêted at this year’s
Scholarship Gala. Mr.
Ostrowsky announced
a $1 million gift to
Forever Benedict’s from
RWJ Barnabas Health.
He was introduced by
Elementary Division
students Lenin
Perreaux and Milan
Matthews.
Ronald J. Del Mauro is
the retired CEO, Saint
Barnabas Health Care
System and Trustee at
St. Benedict’s, where he
chairs the Advancement
Committee. Honored
for his professional
achievements and philanthropic contributions,
he was introduced by
Jack Pontoriero ’25.

Candace Bradsher H’99
received a standing
ovation for her 36 years
of service to The Hive
and Newark Abbey as
secretary to the Abbot
and Annual Giving
Officer. The honoree,
who has mentored
generations of Gray Bees,
was introduced by Troi
Slade ’22.
12

St. Benedict’s Prep Magazine • Summer 2022

When “Benedict’s Hates a Quitter” is your motto, the bar is set high
for everything, including fundraising. With a goal of $100 million,
Forever Benedict’s was the biggest and most ambitious campaign in St.
Benedict’s Prep history. Launched in 2018, its purpose was to raise
funds for the Annual Fund and endowment to strengthen finances
and set the institution on a stable course for the future.
The campaign achieved its objectives and then some. At the 2022
Annual Scholarship Gala on May 14, Headmaster Fr. Edwin Leahy,
O.S.B. ’63, announced that Forever Benedict’s surpassed its goal and
raised more than $108 million. “Thank you to all of you,” he told
the more than 350 alumni, alumni parents, faculty, staff and friends
present for the campaign announcement. “Thank you to teammates
around the world. We did it. You did it.”
By the time the fiscal year ended on June 30, the campaign
received the support of 10,643 donors and raised a final tally of
$108.9 million. Chief Advancement Officer Mike Fazio noted that
widespread support from the Benedict’s community was critical to
the effort. “Alumni stepped forward. Corporations stepped forward.
People who didn’t know us three years ago stepped forward. We’re
grateful to everyone who donated for their belief in this mission,
because without them, the mission doesn’t happen.”
Chairman of the Board of Trustees Robert J. DiQuollo ’65 believes
the high level of participation reflects the strong affinity people
feel for St. Benedict’s. “I feel very positive about the future of
Benedict’s,” he said. “Our donors got us to where we are and made
St. Benedict’s a success. Like anything else, the future requires us
to raise a lot of money. There is still a lot of work to do. We need
everyone to keep moving forward.”

5.

6.

7.

8.

1. Elementary Division students, Lenin Perreaux and Milan
Matthews, introduce Gala honoree Barry Ostrowsky. 2. The
evening’s emcees, Lucia Gallo ’24 and Rashaun Bertrand ’23.
3. Rt. Rev. Augustine Curley, O.S.B., Ph.D. ’74, the newly
elected Abbot of Newark Abbey speaks to guests. 4. Dan
Sheehan ’08, Nina Turton, Kevin Walsh and Denise McCue.
5. Rick Jacobs H’90, Sr. Linda Klaiss, SSJ and Kathryn Cassidy.
6. Pat and Harold Fullilove. 7. Diego Scarpone ’22, Joao Faria
’23, Matthew D’Arcy ’24 and Camilo Scarpone ’22. 8. Fr.
Edwin Leahy, O.S.B. ’63 thanks the campaign’s teammates.

St. Benedict’s Prep Magazine • Summer 2022

13

Advancement COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS

STRENGTH
IN NUMBERS

ADVANCING ST. BENEDICT’S
IS A VOCATION
“We work for the kids,” is how the
Advancement Team approaches the
challenge of raising millions each year
to support St. Benedict’s operations.
Pictured from top to bottom: Kevin
Moriarty ’63, Susan Kronberg, Lauren
Alampi, Judith Mayo, John Huss ’81,
Noreen Connolly H’11, Mary Hauck H’17,
Candace Bradsher H’99, Sheila Plotnick
and Michael Fazio. Not pictured: Ed
Bendokas, Ron Jandoli and Paul
Thorton ’63.

Gray Bees learn they can do hard things at a young age. How fitting that the lesson is also applied
to the most ambitious campaign in St. Benedict’s Prep history, Forever Benedict’s. The challenge
was enormous, yet the final numbers reveal the strength and resolve of a community that is like
no other. Here is what we accomplished together:

IMPACT OF

✓$108,936,668

32% 37%

raised, nearly $9 million more than the $100 million goal.

✓10,643 donors

contributed to Forever Benedict’s. This includes
alumni, students, parents, alumni parents, monks,
faculty, staff, foundations, corporations and friends.

OUR DONOR COMMUNITY
45% friends

20%
corporations,
foundations
& other

✓4,786 friends

gave to Forever Benedict’s. We’re grateful to have
new teammates as part of our donor community.

Gifts at every level propelled the campaign to success

22 gifts of $1 million+
157 gifts of $100,000+
14
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Alumni participation was 32% prior to the
launch of Forever Benedict’s. At campaign
conclusion, it climbed to 37%. Boola!
Boola!

$18M $36M
The endowment doubled, from $18
million to $36 million, sustaining the
St. Benedict’s mission for generations.

35% alumni

Every gift matters! Gifts of $1,000
or less totaled a whopping $7.9 million
and gifts under a $100 added nearly
$2 million to the campaign.

750 1,000
Enrollment in grades K-12 was 750 students
prior to the launch of Forever Benedict’s.
At the start of the 2022-23 academic year,
1,000 kids from in and around Newark are
enrolled. The number of kids we accompany
has increased by more than 33%.

NEW LOCATION IN NEWARK
With enrollment growth — and the Property literally bursting at the seams
— St. Benedict’s was able to secure a second location, 0.6 miles away on
Livingston Street, for the Elementary Division.

SUSTAINED FINANCIAL AID
Our commitment to supporting Gray Bees, despite financial circumstances,
was sustained. 85% of Middle and Prep Division students receive financial
assistance, which will total more than $6 million in 2022-23.
St. Benedict’s Prep Magazine • Summer 2022
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2

1950

St. Benedict’s welcomes any and all news
about your career, education, family life and
reconnecting with other alumni. Submit news
via email to graybee@sbp.org.

’49

Harry Morsch recently
turned 90. He has four
children, 10 grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren.

’50

Gene Schiller celebrated
his 90th birthday on July 4,
surrounded by his loving
wife, Yolanda, and his adoring children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren at
their home in Monmouth Beach, N.J.

’51
’58

Marie and James Valvano
celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary.

John Healey, Ph.D.,
and his wife, Dorothy, are
pleased to announce the
birth of their first great-grandchild. The
Healeys are also the proud grandparents
of 11 grandchildren.
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’63

Albert Hagovsky
moved to Florida and is
enjoying retirement. His
daughter, Lauren, recently gave birth
to his second granddaughter, Eponine
Marie, who lives nearby and is keeping
him busy.
Jeremiah Murphy and his wife,
Lorraine, of Fort Bragg, Calif., celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary in 2021.
Ron Villano hosted a Class of ’63 reunion
cookout at his home in Brielle, N.J.

’64

The Clifton Times
announced that the
Clifton Arts Center
& Sculpture Park has added a new
sculpture, entitled “Ponder,” by artist
Mike Bertelli. The sculpture is part of
a COVID-19 Garden Memorial on the
outside grounds of the Clifton Municipal
Complex near the Clifton Senior Center.
It was dedicated in memory of the
more than 300 Clifton residents lost to
COVID-19 since the beginning of the
pandemic in 2020. The sculpture is
created in cast cement.
With the onset of the global pandemic,
the Times wrote, “We all had to pause
and, as the sculpture shows us, carefully
think and take stock. The sculpture
reflects coming to grips with the
situation.”

Mike is president of the Clifton Arts
Center Advisory Board of Trustees. He
is curator of the Clifton Sculpture Park
on the grounds of the Clifton Municipal
Complex and is an established sculpture
artist. His sculptures are featured at the
Clifton Sculpture Park, throughout the
City of Clifton and beyond.

’67

The family of the late
William Joseph Egan,
who passed away in
2008, is expecting a baby in July. The
baby would have been William’s first
grandchild.

’68

Bill Parell, M.D.,
announced he has retired
from his Lexington, Ky.,
ENT/plastic surgery practice after 40 very
gratifying years. In retirement, Bill and his
wife, Marsha, are turning their attention
to their Kentucky farm operation, which
already consists of 50 cows, one (lucky)
bull, several springer calves, 50 quail and
two bird dogs.
At the April 2022 Benedict’s Northern
New Jersey Golf Outing, the Class of
’68 team would have made Fr. Leo
proud! Joe Candio, Ted Martens, Pete
Mallon and Chet Penza combined for
a blazing three under par 68. The team is
hereby serving notice that next year they
are the foursome to watch!

1993

John Parish, who retired to the Long
Beach Island (LBI) area, finished up four
days a week of substitute teaching at the
local high school in late June, a challenge
that has kept John on his toes. John and his
wife, Teresa, keep active for the summer
and fall with strong doses of walking,
biking and pickleball … and, of course,
some LBI beach time!

’71

St. Bonaventure University
welcomed Mark W.
Sickles, an accomplished
corporate leader, board director and
management consultant, to campus as
the second Lenna Visiting Professor of the
spring semester.

’72
’86

John Hand wrote that he
has “finally retired.”

David Ricketts was
promoted to Senior
Manager-Flight (Chief Pilot)
at American Airlines.

’90

1. 1950: Gene Schiller
2. 1963: Ron Villano
3. 1993: Naml Lewis
with classmates
4. 2007: Matt Achariam
(right) and Zachary
Hamed

4

1963

SHARE YOUR
GOOD NEWS!
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3

The short film “Noisy,”
written and directed by
Cedric Hill, won Best
Short Film in the Emerging Filmmakers
Showcase at the Cannes Film Festival in

May. Elliot Hyppolite ’09 also worked
on the film. Cedric is a Visiting Associate
Professor of Acting at Shenandoah
University in Winchester, Va.

’93

Naml Lewis hosted Elijah
Allen, Antoine Soto,
Michael Flounoy, Frank
Robinson and Abraham Spence at a
Memorial Day barbecue at his house.

’97
’07

Daniel Gibson III earned
a Master of Liberal Arts
from Harvard College.

Matthew Achariam
founded the app Clay
(https://clay.earth) with
Zachary Hamed. Clay won the award for
the Best Work & Productivity App at the
26th annual Webby Awards in May.
“Our team has worked hard to help people
across the world foster the relationships
that matter most, and we’re honored that
The Webby Awards recognizes our effort,”
Matt and Zachary wrote. “We’re grateful
for the support of our early members,
and we look forward to continuing to
build a product that helps them be more
thoughtful with their relationships.”

2007
Awards is the leading international awards
organization honoring excellence on the
internet. With more than 14,000 entries
from over 70 countries, and almost 2
million votes cast by nearly 500,000
people in the Webby People’s Voice, the
26th annual Webby Awards was the largest
in Webby history.
“Clay has set the standard for innovation
and creativity on the internet,” said Claire
Graves, Executive Director of The Webby
Awards. “This award is a testament to the
skill, ingenuity and vision of its creators.”
Matt and his wife, Jaime, live in San
Francisco. He recently met with Benedict’s
students to discuss his experience starting
a business from scratch.

’08

Kevin Dufresne started
a new job as Program
Assistant at WestEd, a
research and development company of
academic parameters.
Quadeer Porter received the 2022
Russ Berrie Making a Difference Award
for his work with Brothers Building a
Better Nation. This organization reaches
out to brothers who need guidance and
mentorship in Newark, N.J.

Hailed as the internet’s highest honor
by The New York Times, The Webby
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IN MEMORIAM

6

REMEMBERING A SELFLESS COMMITMENT TO THE HIVE

2011
5. 2011: Yasin Williams
6. 2006: Mike Raysor ’06
and Nilanthi
Sangarabalan
7. 2011: Meghan and
Josh Davis ’11

’11

Richard D. Vincent received
his doctorate in biomedical
engineering from NJIT.

Yasin Williams was selected for
the 2022 Public Policy New Voices
Fellowship. The program supports and
elevates PPNV Fellows in a field that
historically has systemic barriers to
entry for people of color. It features
skills-building workshops, mentorship,
a speaker series, professional
networking and career guidance,
among other things.

’14

Naija Omari earned
his Master of Public
Administration from Rutgers
University-Newark.

Long time math teacher, basketball and golf coach and most recently school Registrar,
Joseph M. Sokolewicz H’12, died Friday, July 1.
A graduate of the University of Charleston with a bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration, “S” came to St. Benedict’s in 1990 and taught math – algebra
and geometry – and coached
basketball. He was varsity
“Joe was an example of
absolutely selfless commitment basketball head coach in 20002001 and was also an assistant
to St. Benedict’s. Whatever he
varsity coach. After an illness kept
was asked to do, he did.”
him away from The Hive for a
year, he returned as Registrar in
2018. Joe was an avid golfer and also recently coached golf at St. Benedict’s.
“Joe was an example of absolutely selfless commitment to St. Benedict’s.
Whatever he was asked to do, he did,” Headmaster, Fr. Edwin D. Leahy, O.S.B. ’63 said.
In 2012, the St. Benedict’s Alumni Association named him an honorary member
of the Class of 2012.
Joe’s sister, Catherine, his brother, Stephen and his wife, Maria, and three nieces
survive him. His St. Benedict’s family mourns Joe’s loss. May he rest in peace.

2006
Engagements

Chanelle Frazier and Tamir Jackson ’10 were recently engaged.

Marriages

Nilanthi Sangarabalan and Mike Raysor ’06 were recently married. Instead of
wedding gifts they asked for donations to St. Benedict’s in their honor.
Anika and Gregory Cashmir ’10 were recently married.
Ama Akyaa and Jeffrey Agyare-Nkansah ’11 were recently married.
Meghan and Josh Davis ’11 were recently married.

WE HAVE RECEIVED WORD THAT THESE MEMBERS OF THE ST. BENEDICT’S COMMUNITY OR MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES HAVE DIED.

Births

Jeremy Kane ’07 and Dani Kander have a new baby boy, Ellery, born June 13.
Uncle Danny Kane ’03 reports that all are doing well.

ALUMNI
John Conlin ’41
Joseph W. Mayer ’41
Robert J. Schopis ’41
Peter Leddy ’43
Robert J. Smith ’47
William J. Leber ’48
Michael J. Flynn ’49
Edward J. “Ned” Burns ’50
Stanley A. Milewski ’51
Michael M. McDonnell ’53
Theodore G. Moeller ’53
Joseph R. Bezzone ’56
Bernard Fitzsimmons ’58
Thomas Masur ’58

7

’15

On May 20, Jaheer T.
Jones walked across the
stage at Radio City Music
Hall in recognition of his completion
of a Master of Arts in Performing
Arts Administration from New York
University’s Steinhardt School of Culture,
Education and Human Development.

Robert J. McDonald ’58
Gerald J. Libertelli ’59
Frederick C. Rimmele, Jr. ’60
Richard W. “Spike” Kochansky ’61
John E. Hogan ’64
Martin J. Freeman ’66
Edward V. Sabella ’68
Kevin Cox ’81
Dustin Ackerman ’90
Clifford “Jugg” Douglin ’93
Braden S. Walter ’96
Arthur J. Cherry, Jr. ’98
James “Jay” Hartmann H’08
Joseph Sokolewicz H’12

COMMUNITY
Beatrice Akwei
Mother of Daniel ’92 and
Edmund ’96
Juliette Assadourian
Mother of Danielle, Grandmother of
Sianna ’21, Dennis ’22, Noah ’25
Ann Beamon
Grandmother of J’Ream Lewis ’10,
Jonathan Lewis ’16
Peggy Cinberg
Mother of Brent ’99, Max ’01, Mama ’07
Mary Ellen Clark Cameron
Sister of F. Ross Clark ’69

Michael “Big E” Edmondson
Father of Nathaniel ’07, Nolan ’14
Celestia Fisher
Wife of John ’62
Maureen Hopkins
Mother of Matthew ’98
Grachan Moncur III
Father of Kenya ’91, Adrien ’97,
Grandfather of Kenya ’15
Edward F. Reitz, Jr.
Friend of St. Benedict’s
Wallace J. Sokolewicz
Father of Joseph H’12

A sympathy card has been sent to each bereaved family in the name of the St. Benedict’s family — alumni, students, faculty, staff and monks — promising our
prayers and a special remembrance at the monks’ daily conventual Mass.

2011
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EVENTS

1972

2022

-year
milestones

‘A POSSIBLE SCHOOL’
GETS A NOVICE HEADMASTER

COMMUNION BREAKFAST
After a two-year pandemic hiatus, more than 100
alumni and friends gathered in person for the Alumni
Association’s Annual Communion Breakfast on March
27. Those recognized this year included Honorary
Alumna Francine Esposito, pro bono counsel to St.
Benedict’s for more than a decade. Sr. Maureen Walsh
was honored with the Distinguished Service Award for
all her work, including her exceptional gifts as a teacher
of humanities and English; David Rodriguez ’96
received the Distinguished Teacher Award; and Torian
J. Easterling ’99, M.D., M.P.H., was honored with the
Distinguished Alumnus Award.

“At that time, I was clearly a big mouth,” Fr. Edwin recalled in a 2005
interview for Miracle on High Street: The Rise, Fall, and Resurrection of
St. Benedict’s Prep in Newark, N.J. by Thomas McCabe, Ph.D. H’02. “I
had no clue what I was doing, but I knew the kids in the city needed
something from us and we were going to do it. I had no idea how I was
going to take care of all the details and finer points, but I knew I lived
in a community with people that knew how to get things done.”
Described as the “antithesis of a traditional Benedict’s headmaster,”
Fr. Edwin was open to new ideas that served the best interests of kids.
The monks considered various names for the School in the planning
stage, including “High Street Learning Center,” and finally settled on

SENIOR ALUMNI
LUNCHEON

What the novice school leader lacked in
experience, he made up with enthusiasm,
practical wisdom and the conviction that
God had a plan for Central Newark.

The Breakers is back! After two years,
the annual Senior Alumni Luncheon, for
any St. Benedict’s alums who graduated
50 years ago or more, was held on June
10 at The Breakers in Spring Lake. Joe
Alexander ’46 and Mary Shanahan BA ’48
were recognized as the oldest alumni in
attendance. Thank you to all who attended!

SPRING GOLF OUTING
It was a beautiful day on the course at
Galloping Hill Golf Club in Kenilworth. On
April 11, alumni and friends of The Hive teed
off at our Spring Golf Outing to benefit Gray
Bee Athletics.

20
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Five months after St. Benedict’s Prep closed in June 1972, plans for “a
possible school,” were beginning to take shape within Newark Abbey.
On April 13, Fr. Albert Holtz, O.S.B. ’60, drafted, “Why We Have to Try
Something,” a document that drove the decision to open a school and
outlined three tenets (community, student leadership and experiential
learning) that became the defining difference of the St. Benedict’s we
know today.
The next day, November 14, the monastic community elected the
first Headmaster of the unnamed educational venture. Fr. Edwin D.
Leahy, O.S.B. ’63 was just 26, newly ordained to the priesthood and had
no administrative experience. What the novice school leader lacked in
experience, he made up for with enthusiasm, practical wisdom and the
conviction that God had a plan for Central Newark.

“St. Benedict’s School.” In the early days after the re-opening, however,
Fr. Ed listened to parents of color when they asked why the School
could not be named “St. Benedict’s Prep” as it had been when it served
a mostly white population. He empowered fellow monks and faculty,
which paved the way for so many Benedict’s distinctions: the 11-month
school year, the Group System and rite-of-passage experiences like the
Overnight, Spring Phase and The Backpacking Project. Over the course
of five decades, Fr. Edwin fostered connections that strengthened
the ties among generations of Gray Bees and turned strangers and
acquaintances into friends and loyal supporters of The Hive.
Always focused on the bigger picture, “Benedict’s is a sign of hope,”
the Headmaster said recently. “We have kids from the city, kids from
the suburbs, kids from all different shapes, sizes, colors, socioeconomic
and faith backgrounds and we put them all together so that they
work together, live together and begin to love each other. All kinds of
connections are possible in a world where people are disconnecting from
one another. It’s the spirit of the living God that moves in us, and if you
allow it to move and not stifle it, surprising things can happen.”
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