
Hon. Frank J. Guarini H ’94 believes in 
Saint Peter’s students and the future of 
the University. He made a visionary  
$10 million gift to prove the point. 

THE FUTURE OF BUSINESS
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INSIDE:  GIRL SCOUT TROOPS COME TO GREENVILLE



This is truly a remarkable time for Saint  

Peter’s University.

On September 18, we announced a  

visionary $10 million gift from Hon. Frank 

J. Guarini H ’94 that renamed our School of 

Business. The establishment of the Frank J. 

Guarini School of Business follows another 

record $10 million investment made by  

Joseph A. Panepinto, Esq. ’66 last fall. 

Together, these gifts represent the two largest 

philanthropic contributions in the 147-year 

history of Saint Peter’s. 

This issue of Saint Peter’s University details 

all the wonderful enhancements this 

extraordinary generosity will bring to our 

students and the ways it will impact our 

standing as a Jesuit university that sends 

accomplished, ethical leaders into prominent 

careers. But the gift’s significance extends 

beyond the business school.

It is a bold endorsement of our vision 

to achieve even greater distinction for our 

students and the University. Congressman 

Guarini’s gift is a testament to our commitment 

to serve as an anchor institution that 

generates ideas and positive solutions for 

Jersey City and the region. It is a signal to  

the world that Saint Peter’s is on an 

unstoppable course.

Further validation of Saint Peter’s growth 

and progress came with two rankings by      

U.S. News & World Report and Money magazine, 

with the former placing the University 19th 

overall and the highest in New Jersey for social 

mobility in the Best Regional Universities 

North category, while the latter ranked 

us in the top 4 percent nationally of Most 

Transformative Colleges. These are important 

measures, which validate our record of 

helping first generation and underrepresented 

students not only access higher education but 

achieve lasting success.

 I also want to express my deep thanks and 

gratitude to the 3,301 members of the Saint 

Peter’s family who supported the University 

in the last fiscal year. As our Year in Giving 

piece details, contributions from both first-

time donors and President’s Council members 

increased for the third consecutive year. So 

much is moving in the right direction and I 

look forward to sharing news and exciting 

developments about our progress and plans in 

the near future. 

For now, I’ll echo what my dear friend Frank 

Guarini said when he made his extraordinary 

commitment to Saint Peter’s: the best is  

yet to come. 

 

Sincerely,

Eugene J. Cornacchia, Ph.D.

President

Signal to the World

High Above  
the Amazon
The view is breathtaking 
high above the Amazon 
rainforest. A group of Saint 
Peter’s University travelers 
reached the platform of the 
ACTS (Amazon Conservancy 
for Tropical Studies) aerial 
canopy walkway just in time 
for this stunning sunset. 
Then they got to work. 

“The canopy walkway was 
built to give scientists access 
to the rainforest canopy and 
study the biology there,” 
said Associate Professor of 
Biology Katherine Wydner, 
Ph.D., who led the excursion 
last summer. The canopy’s 
system of aerial platforms 
and pathways allows scien-
tists to observe and study 
previously inaccessible parts 
of the rainforest. “The rain-
forest trees are so tall that 
there are several layers, each 
with a unique community 
of plants and animals,” Dr. 
Wydner added.

The trip, “Amazon 
Rainforest Travel,” was the 
second time a Saint Peter’s 
group trekked to Iquitos, 
Peru. Like their predeces-
sors in 2017, participants 
explored the ecosystem and 
documented 120 different 
species of birds. They 
assisted with research on 
the region’s pink dolphins, 
met with the native tribe 
of Yagua, learned about 
traditional medicines from 
a local shaman and partici-
pated in a day of service.  
A complete account of  
the trip can be found at 
saintpeters.edu/news.
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 Message

“Congressman Guarini’s gift is a 
testament to our commitment 
to serve as an anchor institution 
that generates ideas and positive 
solutions for Jersey City and  
the region.”
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Rev. Luis A. Tampe, S.J., may be new to Jersey City, 
but he’s already becoming a familiar face at Saint 
Peter’s University and St. Aedan’s: The Saint Peter’s 
University Church. 
After arriving on campus last summer from Wheeling, 

W.V., Fr. Tampe has embraced his new role coordinating 

tutoring schedules at the STEM Engagement Center, serving 

the University’s parish and working with the vice president 

for mission and ministry and the Office of Campus Ministry. 

Next semester, he plans to begin teaching at Saint Peter’s.

Born in Chile, Fr. Tampe spent much of his youth traveling 

in Central America, thanks to his father’s job as an economist 

with the International Monetary Fund. Growing up, the 

priesthood was always in the back of his mind, but he also 

wanted to teach. Envisioning a career in the classroom, 

he decided to study mechanical engineering, first at The 

Catholic University of America for an undergraduate degree, 

and then at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)  

for a master’s.

At MIT, a chance encounter with a magazine ad for the 

Society of Jesus changed his life. The ad featured a Jesuit and 

these words: “Social activist. Professor. Jesuit priest.”  

That simple message led to an epiphany. “At that moment,  

I realized that I didn’t have to choose between teaching  

and the priesthood,” Fr. Tampe recalled. “I immediately  

wrote a letter to the Jesuits.”

As a Jesuit novice, Fr. Tampe was sent for a short time to 

the former Saint Ignatius Roman Catholic Church in Brooklyn, 

where the pastor happened to be Rev. John Hyatt, S.J., current 

parish administrator of St. Aedan’s. At the time another 

novice, Rev. Rocco Danzi, S.J., now Saint Peter’s vice president 

for mission and ministry, would also visit the church, 

according to Fr. Tampe.

Now, the two factors he grappled with during his 

discernment—passion for the priesthood and love of 

teaching—have blended seamlessly, embodying the Jesuit 

mission to educate men and women for others. It’s a 

commitment he witnesses in action every day at Saint  

Peter’s: “I’m very impressed with the Saint Peter’s 

community. I see a lot of people who are dedicated to the 

mission of a liberal arts education that focuses on critical 

thinking and service to others.”

Mission  
in Motion

Rev. Luis Tampe, S.J.
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SCHOOL OF NURSING 
HOLDS INAUGURAL 
EVENT
The Saint Peter’s University 
School of Nursing hosted 
its inaugural White Coat 
Ceremony on October 
28. The ceremony is 
a rite of passage to 
emphasize the importance 
of compassionate patient 
care at the very start of 
training. 

Students came forward 
during the ceremony to 
be “cloaked” by Lauren E. 
O’Hare, Ed.D., R.N., dean 
of the School of Nursing, 
in the iconic white coat 
that signifies their status as 
healthcare professionals. 

Funding for the Saint 
Peter’s inaugural ceremony 
was provided by The 
Arnold P. Gold Foundation 
through the generous 
support of its trustee and 
donor Elaine Adler. The 
University was among 50 
nursing schools selected 
in 2018 to launch their first 
White Coat Ceremony.

The White Coat 
Ceremony was initiated 
in 1993 at Columbia 
University Vagelos College 
of Physicians & Surgeons 
by Arnold P. Gold, M.D., 
who was a professor and 
pediatric neurologist. 

When members of the Class 

of 2023 arrived on campus in 

August, their decision to attend 

Saint Peter’s University was 

instantly reaffirmed 

by the 2020 U.S. News 

& World Report Best 

Colleges Rankings and 

Money magazine. U.S. 

News & World Report ranked Saint Peter’s 

highest in the state of New Jersey and 

19th overall for social mobility in the 

Best Regional Universities North category. 

Introduced this year, the assessment measures 

a college’s success in the upward socioeconomic 

movement of enrolling and graduating students 

awarded federal grants, providing a picture of an 

institution’s commitment to access, equity and 

successful outcomes. The University also remains 

among the top 100 in the Best Regional Universi-

ties North category, which spans nine states in the 

northeast and the District of Columbia. 

In addition, Saint Peter’s placed 32nd on a list 

of 744 colleges and universities for Money’s Most 

Transformative Colleges. This assessment uses 

metrics like graduation rates, earnings and stu-

dent loan repayment to identify institutions that 

enable students to beat the odds and produce 

outcomes that are better than expected given 

their academic and economic backgrounds. 

The ranking puts Saint Peter’s in the top  

4 percent nationally of transformative colleges. 

The University was also the first among private 

colleges and universities in New  

Jersey to achieve this distinction. 

Hundreds of Saint Peter’s University graduates 

can trace their professional and personal success 

to the New Jersey Educational Opportunity Fund 

(EOF). The EOF was launched in 1968 through 

state legislation to ensure meaningful access 

to higher education for students of economic 

or educational disadvantage. Anne C.  

Rosario, director of EOF, has followed the 

careers of many physicians, attorneys, 

teachers and business leaders who came 

through the program at Saint Peter’s. “I 

think our EOF students have proven to be 

true leaders,” she said. “They are highly re-

spected members of the University community.” 

Rosario, who has directed the EOF at Saint 

Peter’s since 1977, says the program involves a lot 

more than financial assistance. “It’s an academic 

support service that assists with financial aid,” 

she explained. Now in its 51st year, the 

program offers resources and opportunities 

including the Pre-College Summer Academy, 

academic, professional and personal coaching, 

peer mentoring and a chapter of the Chi Alpha 

Epsilon Academic Honor Society. The program 

is also infused with the Jesuit principle of cura 

personalis. “You really do build relationships with 

the students,” said Rosario. “We’ve had a very sup-

portive staff and a very supportive institution.” 

BOOK TREASURE
In 2018, when Saint 
Peter’s University 
was cleaning out the 
Englewood Cliffs 
library, 2,000 books 
were transported to 
the Theresa & Edward 
O’Toole Library. While 
processing the books, 
librarians discovered The 
Life of Greece inscribed 
by its author, Will Durant, 
Ph.D. (Class of 1907), 
one of the University’s 
most esteemed 
graduates. The book is 
the second volume in 
The Story of Civilization, 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
series Dr. Durant wrote in 
collaboration with his wife, 
Ariel Durant H ’79. The  
inscription was dedicated 
to Dr. Durant’s parents 
and the volume is now 
part of the Rare Books 
collection, housed in 
the Guarini Center for 
Community Memory in 
the library. 

Rankings are Reaffirming for the Class of 2023
Saint Peter’s University  

formally opened the 

2019–2020 academic year 

at the annual Michaelmas 

Convocation on September 

25 at St. Aedan’s: The Saint 

Peter’s University Church. 

The ceremony follows 

the medieval tradition of 

convening the faculty and 

students to start the term, 

and honors the feast of 

the Archangels Michael, 

Gabriel and Raphael.

This year’s convocation 

featured a keynote address by William T. Price III ’91, vice president and chief communications officer 

at Zoetis, and included the induction of the top seniors into the Most Noble Order of the Peacock 

(MNOP), Saint Peter’s oldest and most distinguished honors society. Class of 2020 MNOP inductees 

(pictured above) who have attained the highest scholastic average in all courses during their first  

three years of study, left to right, are: Daniel Gotshall ’20, Sara Gonzalez ’20, Nicole Font ’20, Patrick 

Cucurullo ’20, Christopher Stradford ’20, Larissa Colon ’20, Elinor Mokaya ’20, Samantha Sebbio ’20, 

Kevin Rojas ’20, and Jerry Guallpa ’20. 

Honoring Excellence

EOF KICKS OFF ITS NEXT 50 YEARS

1968–2019

Prayerful Remembrance

Members of the Saint Peter’s University community joined together for the Mass of the Holy Spirit to mark the 
new academic year on September 11. Held at St. Aedan’s: The Saint Peter’s University Church, the Mass was 
followed by a community-wide lunch. An annual tradition, the Mass of the Holy Spirit is celebrated by Jesuit 
schools and universities around the world.

Later in the day, volunteers, including students and alumni, repurposed food, clothing and toiletries for those in 
need at The Campus Kitchen and the Food Pantry and Clothes Closet in remembrance of September 11. A day 
later, the University community marked the National Day of Service and Remembrance with additional volunteer 
opportunities at the same locations.
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Carlos Miguel Gutierrez knows what it takes to empower 

entrepreneurs. The new director of the Ignite Institute at Saint 

Peter’s University has spent his career helping early stage 

companies and innovators overcome challenges and achieve 

business goals. As founder and CEO of the strategic advisory firm 

Highline Point Group, LLC, Gutierrez invested in and mentored 

emerging leaders. As managing director of Golden Seeds, one of 

the nation’s most active early stage investment firms, he focused 

on women-led businesses.

“Entrepreneurship is an important tool to spur economic 

development and empowerment,” said Gutierrez, a 2017 

Presidential Leadership Scholar and published writer. “I am 

incredibly excited to continue building on the Ignite Institute’s 

impactful work to foster entrepreneurship on campus, regionally 

and nationally.”

The Ignite Institute is a hub for entrepreneurial empowerment, 

in Jersey City and beyond. It partners Saint Peter’s students with 

local entrepreneurs, small businesses and other organizations to 

support promising ventures and empower those who lead them. 

Mary Kate Naatus, Ph.D., KPMG Dean of the Frank J. Guarini 

School of Business, hailed Gutierrez as an experienced and 

effective proponent of entrepreneurship. “The University could 

not have been more fortunate to tap Carlos to lead the Ignite 

Institute,” Dr. Naatus said. “As an adviser, mentor and investor 

for entrepreneurs, he has the optimal mix of experience and 

dedication that is necessary to lead the Institute.”

Spark for Success

Thomas P. Mac Mahon ’68 
A leader in the healthcare industry, 

Thomas P. Mac Mahon ’68 has been 

cited by Forbes and Harvard Business 

Review as one of the best perform-

ing CEOs in the world. He served in a 

number of roles at LabCorp, includ-

ing chairman and chief executive 

officer from 1997 to 2006 and director from 1996 to 2013. Prior to 

his tenure with LabCorp, he was senior vice president of Hoff-

mann-La Roche Inc., president of Roche Diagnostics Group and 

a member of the executive committee of Hoffmann-La Roche. 

He has also provided valuable leadership and insights to a host 

of other healthcare firms. A former chair of the Saint Peter’s 

University Board of Trustees, Mac Mahon chaired the first phase 

of Students at the Center: The Campaign for Saint Peter’s University, 

which raised more than $64 million. As part of that initiative, 

Mac Mahon contributed $7.5 million—the University’s largest 

philanthropic gift at the time— toward construction of the Mac 

Mahon Student Center. Saint Peter’s has recognized his dedica-

tion to alma mater with Distinguished Alumni Awards in 1994 

and 2013. He earned a Bachelor of Science in marketing from 

Saint Peter’s, as well as a Master of Business Administration 

from Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Toni Ann Turco ’86
Toni Ann Turco ’86 is a successful 

business executive who enjoyed a 

career in the financial services 

industry before founding her latest 

endeavor, Home for Good Dog Rescue 

(HFGDR), a foster-based, nonprofit 

dog rescue. HFGDR has transported 

more than 7,000 dogs from high-kill shelters in the southern 

states, saving their lives and placing them with loving families. 

After earning a Bachelor of Science in business management 

from Saint Peter’s, Turco began her professional life at the firm 

that is now BNY Mellon’s Pershing. She went on to work on the 

floor of the Chicago Board Options Exchange before launching  

a career on Wall Street as a trading investigator for the New  

York Stock Exchange. She later moved to Quick & Reilly, Inc., now 

part of Bank of America, serving as a senior vice president and 

member of the prestigious Executive Management Committee. 

Turco eventually transitioned to the role of global head of compli-

ance operations at Barclays Capital before founding HFGDR.

At Saint Peter’s, Turco has previously served on both the Board 

of Trustees and the Board of Regents, most recently as chair. She 

is the benefactor of The Toni Ann Turco ’86 Prize for Excellence 

in Business Studies at the University and has been recognized by 

Saint Peter’s with its Service to Community Award.

Aidah Tasneem Muhammad ’19
Aidah Tasneem Muhammad ’19 was 

selected to represent the University’s 

most recent graduating class on the 

board for a one-year term. A resident 

of Parlin, N.J., she earned a Bachelor of 

Arts in political science and criminal 

justice last May. She is planning a 

career as a federal intelligence analyst.

New Trustees Appointed

Saint Peter’s University introduced its Center for Holocaust and Genocide 

Studies at the Mac Mahon Student Center on October 7. The event featured a 

presentation by Holocaust survivor, Felix Pflaster, as well as a panel of experts 

on resistance, a topic sparked by the 75th anniversary of the 1944 prisoner 

uprising at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

As the only such center in Hudson County, the Saint Peter’s initiative seeks 

to broaden education on the Holocaust and genocides to promote tolerance, 

scholarly dialogue, peace and the preservation of human life. Its establishment 

was recommended by the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust and Genocide 

Education, a division of the governor’s office.

David W. Gerlach, Ph.D., director of the Center, and associate professor and 

chair of the Saint Peter’s history department, noted that the Center is a natural 

extension of the University’s mission to educate men and women for others. 

“Given the levels of rising nationalism and anti-Semitism in our world, it’s 

important for students to understand past events,” Dr. Gerlach explained. “We 

want our students to be engaged in meaningful ways with the lessons of the 

past, so they can solve the problems of the future.”

During the current academic year, the center will also sponsor a series of 

events focusing on the Cambodian genocide. The programming will provide 

cultural context for a group of Saint Peter’s students who are traveling to 

Cambodia on a study abroad initiative next spring with Ernabel Demillo, M.S., 

lecturer in communication and media culture. For more information about the 

Center, visit saintpeters.edu/chags.

Two alumni have been reelected to the Saint Peter’s University Board of Trustees to serve three-year terms that began July 1, 
while a recent graduate was named to the University’s governing body for one year. The board also reelected Frank L. Fekete, 
CPA ’75 and Susan P. Mitchell-Abbate ’72 as board chair and vice chair, respectively. The new trustees are:

Board of Regents News 
The Saint Peter’s University Board of Regents has named  

Christie M. Shea, CPA ’00 as chair and John A. Cannon ’89 as vice 

chair. Shea is an audit partner in the New Jersey Financial Ser-

vices practice at KPMG LLP, while Cannon is managing director 

of the Equity Sales Trading Group at Mizuho Financial Group.

New members named to the Board of Regents are Regis W. 

Devonish ’04, a senior trader at NextEra Energy, Inc.; Christina 

Gili ’07, managing director and head of field operations for  

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management; Steven B. Harz, Esq. ’70, 

an attorney in private practice who is a recognized expert in  

labor and employment law; and Charlie A. Ramos ’02, a finan-

cial adviser at Morgan Stanley.

Christina Gili ’07, Steven B. Harz, Esq. ’70, Christie Shea, CPA ’00 
(seated), Charlie Ramos ’02 and John Cannon ’89 (Regis Devonish 
’04, not pictured)

LESSONS FROM THE PAST

Felix Pflaster told his story of Holocaust survival.

6 Fall 2019  Saint Peter’s University 7

UNIVERSITY 

 News



The J. William Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board selected Virginia 
Bender, Ph.D. ’78 (first row, third from 
left), special assistant to the president for 
institutional planning, to receive a Fulbright 
International Education Administrators 
Award. Dr. Bender was one of 12 higher 
education officials and international 
education professionals from across the 
U.S. selected for this prestigious award. In 
October, she participated in an intensive 
10-day seminar in France that involved 
visits to 10 different educational institutions 
and organizations in Paris and Bordeaux.

Fulbrighters who participate in this semi-
nar deepen their knowledge of the higher 
education system of France and European 
Union countries while gaining perspec-
tives, connections and strategies to widen 
the worldview of the institutions they repre-
sent. “It’s an opportunity to foster interna-
tional partnerships, collaborate and identify 
opportunities on how global engagement 
can become more infused into the campus 
environment,” Dr. Bender said. She ap-
proached the trip through the lens of the 
University’s strategic plan, Pathways to 

Distinction, which calls for greater global 
knowledge and engagement. 

Even as more Saint Peter’s students 
participate in study abroad and the pres-
ence of international students on the Jer-
sey City campus has grown, this Fulbright 
experience can inform initiatives that make 
international perspectives a formative part 
of the campus culture. “We’re looking 
to develop an institutional strategy for 
globalization,” said Dr. Bender. “One that 
is integrated into the curriculum, research, 
student life and career preparation. It’s go-
ing to help us push forward and advance 
our global goals.” 

Since its establishment in 1946, the 
Fulbright Program has given more than 
390,000 students, scholars, teachers, art-
ists, and professionals of all backgrounds 
and fields the opportunity to study, teach 
and conduct research, exchange ideas and 
contribute to finding solutions to shared 
international concerns. Fulbrighters address 
critical global challenges in all disciplines, 
while building relationships, knowledge 
and leadership in support of the long-term 
interests of the United States.  

PROFESSOR HONORED
Lan Jiang, Ph.D., adjunct professor 
of Chinese, was recently awarded the 
Outstanding Service Award by the 
Association of Chinese Professors of 
Social Science (ACPSS). Dr. Jiang 
served three terms on the association’s 
Board of Directors, was instrumental in 
the organization of numerous scholarly 
conferences in the United States and 
China and helped to oversee the ACPSS’s 
publication activities.  

THEOLOGY PAPER PRESENTED 
ACROSS THE POND
Susan L. Graham, Ph.D., associate 
professor of theology, presented a paper 
at the International Conference on Patristic 
Studies at the University of Oxford in 

August. Dr. Graham’s paper, “Vision, 
Speech and Act: Irenaeus Interpreting 
the Prophets in Adversus Haereses,” 
contributed to a major workshop titled, 
“Irenaeus in the Second Century.” The 
workshop featured recent scholarship 
that is reframing and reconstructing the 
understanding of Irenaeus, a Greek bishop 
and early figure who is considered the first 
systematic theologian of Christianity.

Dr. Graham is a noted expert on Early 
Christianity. The proceedings of the con-
ference, held every four years at Oxford, 
will be published in the series Studia 
Patristica (Peeters, Leuven) toward the 
end of 2021.

ON VIEW AT NJCU
Two digital prints by Beatrice Mady, 
M.F.A., professor of Graphic Arts and 
director of the Fine Arts Gallery, were 
selected for “Revisiting Jerseyscapes” a 
recent exhibition presented by The Harold 

B. Lemmerman Gallery at New Jersey 
City University. A sequel to the 2014 
Jerseyscapes show, the exhibition revisited 
the theme of New Jersey landscapes and 
people-scapes through varied artistic 
media. Unique perspectives on the Garden 
State and its people were explored through 
drawing, painting, print, photography 
and mixed media. The exhibition was 
curated by Midori Yoshimoto, Ph.D., and 
featured artists of Pro Arts, a professional 
membership community dedicated to 
advancing and promoting visual arts and 
their work, founded in Jersey City in 1994. 

PEN AMERICA WRITERS  
SPEAK OUT
The PEN America website recently 
featured three haikus by Fatima 
Shaik, M.A., assistant professor of 
communication and media culture, for 
“Points of Entry: Writers on the Border.” A 
member of PEN America, Professor Shaik 
was in good company. Noted authors Julia 
Alvarez, Jhumpa Lahiri, Paul Muldoon and 
others contributed short essays and poetry 
on the topic. Professor Shaik is the author 
of the collection of stories What Went 

Missing And What Got Found. She is a 
PEN America Trustee and serves as chair 
of the Children’s and Young Adult Book 
Authors committee. 

PEN America stands at the intersection 
of literature and human rights to protect 
free expression in the United States and 
worldwide. Their mission is to unite writ-
ers and their allies to celebrate creative 
expression and defend the liberties that 
make it possible. 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROFESSOR 
REVIEWS BOOK ON HUMANE  
POLICING
Brian L. Royster, Ed.D., associate 
professor of criminal justice and retired 
New Jersey state trooper, reviewed the 
book Humane Policing: How Perspectives 
Can Influence Our Performance by Darron 
Spencer for Security Management. In his 
review, Dr. Royster examined how the book 
advances a new philosophy of community 
policing and also how it can be applied 
to school safety officers and security 
professionals. 

LAURELS

TO FRANCE

8 Fall 2019  Saint Peter’s University 9

UNIVERSITY 

 News



 FEATURE 

 Story

ne year ago, there were no 

Girl Scout troops in Greenville, 

a densely populated, high-

need community a few miles 

south of the Saint Peter’s 

University campus. That’s not 

unusual for underserved urban 

communities, where everything 

from the traditional troop model that 

relies on parent volunteers to membership 

fees prevents girls from participating in 

a program that has shaped millions of 

American women’s lives.    

Today, the picture is quite different in 

Greenville. More than 130 girls from seven 

local schools have enrolled in the Girl 

Scouts. Funding for dues and uniforms has 

been secured, along with troop leaders, 

and a model for Girl Scout outreach has 

emerged that has the potential to be 

replicated in other urban communities. 

The catalyst for all this progress is a 

trio of resourceful and determined Saint 

Peter’s graduate students who made “Girl 

Scouts in Greenville: It Takes a Village” their 

capstone project to complete their Master 

of Public Administration (MPA) degrees.

“Start small. Think big,” is how Philip 

Plotch, Ph.D., associate professor and 

director of the MPA program, urges 

students to approach the capstone project. 

“The idea is to work on a local problem,” 

he explained. “Students can’t solve 

homelessness in the United States, but they 

may be able to impact homelessness in 

Journal Square. If you solve local problems, 

you create a model for others to emulate.” 

Devan Tierney ’19 knew she 

wanted to bolster opportunities for 

girl empowerment. At the time of the 

capstone project, she was development 

and communications coordinator at 

WomenRising Inc., a nonprofit in Jersey 

City that assists women and their families 

to achieve self-sufficiency. “The Girl Scouts 

have an amazing mission and they need 

to be in Jersey City,” said Tierney, who was 

joined on the project by Henriette Diene 

’19 and Talah Hughes ’17, ’19. 

Once the team researched and identified 

the challenges in creating and sustaining 

Girl Scout troops, they began to work 

the problem from different angles. An 

initial proposal focused on training 

college students to fill the troop leader 

void, but the MPA students determined it 

wasn’t viable in Greenville due to issues 

of logistics and liabilities. The team 

pressed on. They wrangled a meeting with 

Natasha Hemmings, president and CEO of 

Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey (GSHNJ), 

engaged with public and charter school 

principals and conducted extensive, on-

the-ground outreach to families. 

A Key Collaboration
A key turning point came when the 

MPA team met Elnardo Webster, Ed.D. 

’69, project director of Saint Peter’s 21st 

Century CCLC Institute of Excellence, 

an afterschool initiative in collaboration 

with President Barack Obama Elementary 

School (P.S. 34) in Jersey City. He provided 

valuable guidance and committed funding 

for 25 girls and 21st Century staff members 

to function as troop leaders. 

The MPA students’ efforts also yielded 

additional teachers and parents to poten-

tially lead troops at participating schools. 

In fact, with the help of a teacher and two 

family members, Tierney and Diene began 

troop meetings at the President Barack 

Obama Elementary School last spring. 

Diene lives in the neighborhood and 

often bumps into Greenville’s newest Girl 

Scouts. “This is a sustainable plan we’ve 

created,” said the MPA candidate, who will 

graduate from Saint Peter’s in December. 

The experience also taught Diene skills she 

hopes to use in grassroots organizing and 

community development. “I found out that 

I don’t shy away from challenge and I don’t 

take ‘no’ for an answer.” 

Hughes, who lives in Beacon, N.Y., 

said one of the project’s greatest 

outcomes was the relationship it created 

between Dr. Webster and the Girl Scouts 

Emerging Markets Team, an initiative to 

grow scouting in communities where 

the organization is underrepresented. 

The partnership has the potential to 

expand the volunteer pool in Jersey City 

exponentially and bring 300 to 400 more 

Girl Scouts into the leadership program.

“Making that connection was the grand 

finale,” said Hughes, a grants assistant 

at Cornerstone Family Healthcare, a 

nonprofit primary and preventative health 

provider. “That gave the project a sense of 

accountability and sustainability.”

Tierney, who has been promoted since 

earning her MPA, said growing Girl Scout 

troops in Greenville is now under the 

purview of the Emerging Markets Team. 

“We hope the work that was started 

progresses into the school year and future,” 

she said. “It really does take a village.” 

Their professor is suitably impressed. 

“This was an amazing accomplishment on 

the part of these students,” said Dr. Plotch. 

“They are not willing to give up. And their 

idealism helped them do something that 

others couldn’t get done.”  

O

A Jersey City 
neighborhood sees 
a renaissance of 
scouting, thanks to 
three resourceful 
Saint Peter’s 
graduate students.

GIRL SCOUT 
TROOPS 
COME TO 
GREENVILLE

Henriette Diene ’19, Devan Tierney ’19 
and Talah Hughes ’17, ’19
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he landmark investment, announced at a  

University-wide celebration on September 18, 

speaks volumes about how far Saint Peter’s has 

come and the enormous faith benefactors place 

in its future. President Eugene J. Cornacchia, Ph.D., 

called Congressman Guarini’s generosity extraor-

dinary and historic. “The Frank J. Guarini School 

of Business is going to take us to new heights,”  

he said. “It’s going to impact current and future 

generations of students. It’s going to leverage the power 

and potential of business education and empower us to 

contribute more, as an anchor institution for Jersey City 

and driver of the regional economy. A gift of this magni-

tude is going to dramatically elevate not only the business 

school, but our status as a leading Jesuit university.” 

KPMG Dean of the Frank J. Guarini School of Business 

Mary Kate Naatus, Ph.D., said the $10 million gift allows 

the business school to pursue an ambitious course over the 

next decade. “In the next five to 10 years, we want to be one 

of the top business school choices for enterprising students 

and the companies that will employ them,” she said. “We 

want to enhance academic excellence in both undergradu-

ate and graduate programs, spark entrepreneurial spirit 

and become more widely known for thought leadership, 

all while expanding our connectivity into the local, re-

gional and global economy. Congressman Guarini sees the 

potential that Saint Peter’s can provide, and his incredible 

generosity is going to help us get there.” 

New Endowment Fuels Growth
Already, plans are in place to realize the vision of the 

Guarini School of Business and elevate Saint Peter’s 

standing as a force for innovation, ethical leadership  

and opportunity. Much of the growth envisioned for the 

School will be fueled by a newly established endowment, 

funds that provide permanent annual resources to 

initiatives that will increase the competitiveness of the 

Guarini School of Business. The endowment has created 

the ability to enhance existing strengths including 

technology-focused programs in Cyber Security and  

Data Science, the Ignite Institute and the Center for 

Leadership Studies. “We’re going to be able to do more 

meaningful work within these centers and institutes 

because of these resources,” said Dr. Naatus.

Established last year and led by Raymond T. Butkus, 

M.B.A., executive lecturer of business administration, the 

Center for Leadership Studies serves as a source for faculty 

scholarship and student leadership development. The 

endowment now allows the Center to expand its offer-

 Saint Peter’s University 13

VISIONARY GIFT

Hon. Frank J. Guarini H ’94 can sum 
up his vision for business education 
at Saint Peter’s University in one 
bold statement: “It’s business that 
built America and Saint Peter’s 
should have a larger role in it.”  
His transformative $10 million gift 
has established the Frank J. Guarini 
School of Business. 

T

Devin Varela ’20, Nohely Andrade ’21, Robert Martin ’21  
and Franz Yabis ’21 
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ings and enrich academic and experiential opportunities for 

Student Leadership Fellows, a program open to students of all 

majors who want to improve leadership skills and  

develop their potential. For the Data Science Institute, led by 

Joseph Gilkey Jr. Ph.D., the gift will enable deeper scholarly 

partnerships with universities around the globe to foster 

more cutting-edge research. 

Endowment resources will also enhance the recruitment 

and retention of talented faculty, attract high-caliber students 

and provide a boost to graduate assistantships. “Graduate 

students have a lot of options,” said Dr. Naatus. “If we can offer 

more generous graduate assistantships with tangible research 

opportunities, Saint Peter’s can attract the very best students 

while increasing our research output and thought leadership 

at the same time.”

An Expanded Footprint, A Far Reaching Impact
Momentous physical changes are coming to Dinneen  

Hall as well. In 2014, funds from the Building Our Future 

Bond Act made possible a first phase of renovation to the 

space. Congressman Guarini’s gift will complete the transfor-

mation. The second phase will expand the business school’s 

footprint by approximately 2,000 square feet. Underutilized 

space occupied by the former Hudson Room kitchen and 

Faculty Dining Room will be renovated. The centerpiece is an 

innovation hub, a much-needed addition that will be avail-

able to all students across campus. It will also improve Saint 

Peter’s students’ ability to compete in today’s business and 

economic environment.  

“We have so many experiential learning programs that of-

fer students the opportunity to consult with outside compa-

nies and organizations,” said Dr. Naatus. “What we don’t have 

are dedicated spaces for students to work on these projects 

or conference with their clients.” The innovation hub will 

solve this with open co-working spaces for individual or team 

projects, huddle rooms outfitted for live or remote meetings, 

a conference room, and flex spaces that can be utilized for 

teaching and learning. “It’s going to create more viable work-

ing spaces for students to collaborate with each other and 

connect with stakeholders on all levels,” said Dr. Naatus. 

Students will also gain three new business labs. The exist-

ing lab hosts classes all day for real-time learning and analysis 

of financial markets. A new global finance lab will fill a critical 

demand by providing students access to Bloomberg terminals 

and other financial tools for independent research. The forth-

coming cybersecurity and big data lab connects these two dis-

ciplines for more synergy and interdisciplinary research, and a 

global investment lab will provide industry-standard applica-

tions that students can use to learn investment management.

Another highlight is the planned multipurpose space on the 

corner of Montgomery Avenue and Kennedy Boulevard. It will 

be utilized for speaker series, panels, networking and other 

events for the business school and other academic programs 

within the University. This addition will also serve as a new en-

trance and lobby to the facility. “It’s going to create a significant 

presence for the Guarini School of Business at a busy intersec-

tion,” said Dr. Naatus.

The Guarini Global Scholars Fellowship
Starting next year, Saint Peter’s business students with 

a desire to learn more about business in a global context 

through study abroad can take advantage of the Guarini 

Global Scholars Fellowship. The newly created fellowship is a 

competitive program that provides awards for high-performing 

undergraduate and graduate students seeking to participate in 

study abroad experiences and global research and internship 

opportunities led by the University. According to a recent Open 

Doors Report from the Institute of International Education, while 

the number of college students who study abroad is growing, 

particularly in short-term experiences, students of color account 

for less than 30 percent of the pie, a long way from reflecting 

the diversity of enrollment in U.S. higher education. The Guarini 

Global Scholars Fellowship provides the means for more 

business students to choose from a range of options including 

study abroad, business travel courses, internships abroad as 

well as global service. Greater engagement in these types of 

meaningfully structured business immersion experiences is key 

to expanding students’ worldview and preparing them to lead in 

the global marketplace. 

Dr. Naatus also sees other opportunities to gain recognition 

for the Guarini School of Business on a global scale. Bolster-

ing connections within the International Association of Jesuit 

Business Schools (IAJBS), for instance, “will allow our business 

faculty to participate more in international conferences and 

partner on research and teaching collaborations with profes-

sors from Jesuit schools from around the world,” she said. 

These strengthened relationships can even impact enroll-

ment as our global brand spreads among international partner 

schools with students seeking graduate program opportuni-

ties. In addition, the gift will provide needed funds for faculty 

support and development to continuously enhance curriculum 

to match rapidly changing technological and industry trends.

At the end of the day, the KPMG Dean of the Frank J. Guarini 

School of Business noted that all plans for the $10 million 

gift emanate from a desire to give students the best possible 

experience and outcomes. “The progress we see from this 

transformative investment will be palpable and powerful,” she 

said. “It’s going to impact everything we do.” 
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Raising the  
University’s Profile  
In more ways than one, the greater Saint Peter’s University 
community will reap the benefits of the $10 million gift  
that named the Frank J. Guarini School of Business.  
“That such a well-respected leader in both government 
and business would choose to support Saint Peter’s with 
such a generous gift, I think, speaks well of the entire 
institution,” said Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Fred Bonato, Ph.D., adding that the profile of 
the entire University will get a lift from the investment. 
“Congressman Guarini’s name and reputation will be 
linked to ours. This is going to elevate the business 
school’s brand, and as a result, give the entire University 
a boost in the public eye,” he said. 
     The gift also represents significant momentum for 
the University. It is the second $10 million investment 
received in the past year. In October 2018, Joseph A. 
Panepinto, Esq. ’66, president and CEO of Panepinto 
Properties and a member of the Board of Trustees, 
made a $10 million gift to Saint Peter’s. Together, they 
represent the two largest philanthropic contributions 
Saint Peter’s has received in its nearly 150-year history. 
President Eugene J. Cornacchia, Ph.D., said the two 
major gifts will galvanize even greater support for 
strategic priorities. “It will be a catalyst for others to join 
us as we continue to take bold strides into the future.” 
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NJBIZ readers ranked the Frank J. 
Guarini School of Business M.B.A. 
Program and the Accounting Degree 
Program the second highest in the  
State of New Jersey in 2019, a  
sign the business school is gaining  
wider recognition. 

#2 

Carlos Aldama ’22, Jennifer Guilherme ’21 and Keven Ventura ’20

Best M.B.A. and 
Accounting Degree 
Programs
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What a day! 
The crowd knew little except that a major 
announcement was coming, one that 
would transform Saint Peter’s University. 
On September 18, President Eugene 
J. Cornacchia, Ph.D., announced a $10 
million gift from one of the University’s 
greatest benefactors, Hon. Frank J. Guarini 
H ’94. Approximately 700 members of 
the Saint Peter’s community — students, 
faculty, administrators, alumni, regents, 
trustees and friends — turned out for the 
occasion that named the business school in 
Congressman Guarini’s honor.

The transformative gift generated 
excitement and gratitude. Guests displayed 
“Thanks, Frank!” signs and alumni lit up 
social media with congratulatory notes. The 
establishment of the Frank J. Guarini School 
of Business also made local, regional and 
national news.

The University expressed its eternal 
appreciation and presented the Petrean 
Medal to Congressman Guarini. The medal 
was established in 1962 by Rev. Edward F. 
Clark, S.J., president of then Saint Peter’s 
College. Given to only 24 individuals since 
its establishment, the award recognizes 
extraordinary personal commitment to the 
Jesuit mission of Saint Peter’s.  
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1. Joseph Panepinto, Esq. ’66, Chair of the Saint 
Peter’s Board of Trustees Frank Fekete, CPA ’75, 
Hon. Frank Guarini H ’94, Saint Peter’s University 
President Eugene Cornacchia, Ph.D., and Jersey 
City Mayor Steven Fulop H ’14 2. Guarini, his 
sister, Marie Mangin, niece, Carol Maurer and her 
husband, Doug Maurer 3. Eugene Cornacchia, 
Ph.D., Hon. Frank Guarini H ’94, Frank Fekete, CPA 
’75, KPMG Dean of the Frank J. Guarini School 
of Business, Mary Kate Naatus, Ph.D., and Vice 
President for Advancement and External Affairs 
Leah Leto, M.Ed. ’05 4. Eugene Cornacchia, 
Ph.D., and Hon. Frank Guarini H ’94 5. Students 
displaying #thanksfrank signs 6. The Quad was 
packed for the announcement 7. A final “Thanks, 
Frank!” from a student in attendance
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10 MINUTES 
with...

THE BEST IS

Your generosity to Saint Peter’s University spans decades. 

Why did you make a transformational gift that estab-

lished the Frank J. Guarini School of Business? 

Let me start by saying that I’ve always wanted to help 

grow Saint Peter’s. I grew up across the street from Saint 

Peter’s and even though I never had a day’s class there, I 

feel very close to the school. This university is the heart 

and soul of the community and it keeps getting stron-

ger. I take immense pride in that. 

The funding for the Guarini School of Business will 

provide students with additional educational resources 

that will help them to think independently and creative-

ly. The hope is that by providing these opportunities, 

they will be prepared to enter an increasingly competi-

tive and ever-changing world. Our future and quality of 

life is dependent upon economic growth. 

What do you hope the Guarini School of Business will 

accomplish in the next few years? 

The future, I think, lies in the education of our people 

and providing them all the opportunities to be good 

business leaders.

My hope is that my gift will provide education to our 

students on the latest business trends. It will provide 

additional training for them to think insightfully. They 

will be prepared to be successful innovators in tomor-

row’s rapidly changing world and more classes will be 

added to timely topics addressing changes that are  

present today.

Your philanthropy extends beyond Saint Peter’s University 

and Jersey City. Your gifts have established centers 

and institutes at Dartmouth College, NYU Law School 

and John Cabot University in Rome. Why is education a 

philanthropic priority for you? 

The future of this world, and the success of democracy, 

is dependent upon providing an educational foundation 

for young men and women. It will help them build a 

strong foundation and be prepared to play a leading role 

in tomorrow’s world. Students will be able to exchange 

ideas with professors and experts. They will enrich 

their education beyond the classroom and expand their 

perspectives in life. 

You served as a Navy lieutenant during World War II. 

How did your war service shape your life and global 

perspective?

You know, as an 18-year-old boy, you’re just getting a 

sense of what the world is all about. Everything changed 

in a moment. And suddenly, you’re in a naval uniform, 

there’s a war, and no one knows how long it’s going to 

last or even if we’re going to win it. But we had to win 

the war. If you really think about what it was like in 

those days, everybody was willing, everybody pulled 

together, everybody loved their country. 

So, I was proud to have the opportunity to serve 

my country in World War II. The experience gave me 

discipline. It also gave me a better understanding of our 

world and its people. As a naval officer, I was sent to 

YET TO COME
Hon. Frank J. Guarini H ’94 has always held a special connection to Saint Peter’s 

University. Shortly before the announcement of his visionary $10 million gift to 

establish the Frank J. Guarini School of Business, the congressman sat down for a 

conversation about his long career in public service, plans for the University’s business 

students and his immense faith in the future of Saint Peter’s and Jersey City. 
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Son of Jersey City
A graduate of 
Lincoln High 
School, Hon. Frank 
J. Guarini H ’94 
served as a naval 
officer in the South 
Pacific during 
World War II. 

Advocate  
Congressman 
Guarini with  
Lee Iacocca, 
Chairman of 
the Statue of 
Liberty-Ellis 
Island Centennial 
Commission.

Seven Terms in 
the U.S. House 
Congressman 
Guarini’s tenure 
spanned four 
presidencies: 
Carter, Reagan, 
Bush and 
Clinton. 

Giving Back In 
1994, a gift from 
Congressman 
Guarini estab-
lished the presi-
dent’s residence, 
Guarini House. 
That same year the 
Guarini Institute for 
Government and 
Leadership was 
founded.

Honoris Causa The University 
bestowed an honorary degree 
upon Congressman Guarini 
in 1994 for his long record of 
distinguished service.

Hearts & Minds 
The University 
honored the 
congressman 
twice at Hearts & 
Minds: The Saint 
Peter’s University 
Scholarship 
Celebration in 
2009 and 2013. 

the South Pacific, the Philippines, and later, the occupa-

tion of Japan. I served aboard the U.S.S. Mount McKinley 

flagship of the amphibious fleet. My service in the South 

Pacific gave me a deeper sense of patriotism and fueled 

my curiosity to visit other nations around the world. It 

permitted me to travel extensively and gave me consid-

erable insight into the real world we live in today. 

You served in Congress, were on the first United States 

government mission to discuss opening China’s doors  

to trade, represented the U.S. in the U.N. General 

Assembly and served as a delegate to NATO. What  

are you proudest of?

I always had a keen interest for education and the 

role it plays in our future. I was privileged to have 

served in Congress, travel the world and meet with 

governments on every continent. My tour of duty in 

the General Assembly of the United Nations gave me 

insights into our ever-changing world. I was privileged 

to serve as a New Jersey State Senator and United 

States Congressman, and later, as the United States 

Representative in the United Nations General Assembly. 

It was a distinct honor to serve my country. 

Our business school will open the door to new experi-

ences for tomorrow’s leaders. They have a bright and 

challenging future in this beautiful and complex world. 

Our young men and women will be undoubtably benefit-

ed by the outstanding education they will receive here at 

Saint Peter’s University. 

Your life and career have taken you all over the world,  

yet you live and work in your hometown of Jersey City.  

How come?

Jersey City is where all my friendships and values began. 

I have observed our city grow and develop into what it 

has become, a city with great potential and opportunity. 

I can’t think of any other place I would rather be than 

living and working in my hometown. There is much to 

be done to assure growth for a promising future. I am 

privileged to have played a role in making the Saint 

Peter’s business school happen. The best is yet to come.  

Hon. Frank J. Guarini H ’94 served seven terms in the U.S. House 

of Representatives. The congressman’s generosity to Saint Peter’s 

University established The Guarini Institute for Government and 

Leadership in 1994. He also donated the president’s residence, 

Guarini House, and established the Caroline L. Guarini Living 

Room in the Mac Mahon Student Center, as well as the Guarini 

Center for Community Memory. A lifelong resident of Jersey City, 

he is a graduate of Dartmouth College and New York University 

Law School. 

ADVANCEMENT

So Many Reasons To Be Thankful!
Saint Peter’s University students expressed their gratitude to the 3,300+ alumni, trustees, 
regents, Jesuit community, faculty, staff and friends who generously supported the University in 
our Year of Giving (July 1, 2018–June 30, 2019). Here is what we accomplished together: 

LIFE-CHANGING SCHOLARSHIPS 

 3,301 donors made a gift

 101 graduating seniors made their first   
  gift to Saint Peter’s

 445 donors participated in Saint Peter Day

 1,761 alumni & friends demonstrated   
  enthusiasm for Saint Peter’s by attending  
  an event presented by the Office of  
  Advancement or Alumni Engagement

DONORS MAKE IT HAPPEN 

$1,548,246 awarded  
in donor-funded scholarships

244 students benefited from 
First-Time Donors

501  567 580
2016–17 2017–18 2018–19

TRENDS IN GIVING 
 

Our donors love to support:

1. The Saint Peter Fund
2. The General Scholarship Fund
3. Peacock Nation/Athletics

TOP 3 FUNDS 

President’s Council members
contributed gifts of $1,000 or more

570  596 635
2016–17 2017–18 2018–19

15.8%

11.4%

increase  
in 3  
years

increase  
in 3  
years

A LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE
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Two are better than one—especially when it comes to Peacock 

men’s basketball recruits Hassan and Fousseyni Drame ’23. The 

6’7” twins, originally from Mali, arrived at Saint Peter’s University 

last summer, fresh off standout performances at the 2019 FIBA 

Under-19 Basketball World Cup in Greece.

The duo intend to make an impression on the court for the 

Peacocks, just as they did at the World Cup. Powered by the 

Drames, Mali became the first African nation to place second in 

the U19 tournament. In the FIBA title game, Hassan led his team 

with 17 points. While Mali lost to the United States in the final, 

the team gained stature besting favorites like Canada, Puerto 

Rico, France and New Zealand.

“We learned that what people think is impossible is actually 

possible,” said Hassan. “Coming from an African country like Mali, 

that never had a chance to qualify for World Cup or make the 

quarterfinals, it was a great experience. People didn’t think we 

had a chance to win one game. By beating teams with the odds 

against us, it felt like an amazing accomplishment.”

Overcoming odds is nothing new for the twins, who left their 

home country and family at age 14 to attend Our Savior New 

American School in New York. There, they soon stood out on the 

basketball court and in the classroom. Fousseyni recalled, “Learn-

ing English was tough, but because it was both of us, it made it 

easier to learn. We helped each other out.”

At their high school, Hassan and Fousseyni became well known 

for their kindness to others. It was no surprise that when leaving 

for the World Cup in June, they brought several extra suitcases 

and bags filled with clothing to distribute to kids in need in Mali 

before heading to Greece. 

Rev. Ronald W. Stelzer, the twins’ high school headmaster, re-

cently told Newsday, “If they saw me walking, they’d be right there 

picking up my books and opening the door. They had the ability 

to change the atmosphere around them. They just put a smile on 

everybody’s face.”

As graduation approached, a call came that would require 

them to leave for the World Cup a few days earlier than planned—

and miss the ceremony. School administrators and faculty sprang 

into action, holding an impromptu graduation just for them 

before the Drames jetted off, first to Mali and then to Greece, to 

make U19 World Cup history.

Just as their brotherly bond buoyed the pair through high school, 

it did the same during the college recruitment process. While a 

number of DI programs were interested, the Drames ultimately 

decided that staying together at Saint Peter’s was the best choice. 

Once on campus, it didn’t take long to settle in for summer session 

classes and team practices.

“The Drame twins will have an opportunity to play from 

day one,” said Peacock Assistant Coach Matt Eisele. “They’re 

hardworking kids who want to be successful, on and off the floor. 

We’re very fortunate that they decided to join the Saint Peter’s 

family.” The twins lead this year’s roster of strong recruits, who 

expect to make a contribution to the team’s success. “The staff feels 

very good about the upcoming season,” Eisele added. “We’re going 

to be young, but talented.”

After leading the U19 Mali team to its breakthrough World  

Cup finish, Hassan and Fousseyni know that anything is possible. 

Now, they are focused on what lies ahead for the Peacocks.  

Hassan said, “The number one reason we chose Saint Peter’s is  

that we want to win our conference and lead Saint Peter’s to the 

NCAA tournament.”  

CHALLENGE: ACCEPTED 
It’s a whole new ballgame for the Saint Peter’s University 
women’s basketball team. In his second year at Saint 
Peter’s, Head Coach Marc Mitchell will count on four 
transfers—along with several returning players—to up the 
ante for the Peacocks, who fielded a young team last 
season, but still recorded the most wins since 2010–11. 

Now, Mitchell is looking to build on those gains. “This is a 
completely different team,” he explained. “I’m expecting great 
things from our transfers.” 

Three Peacock newcomers aren’t exactly new to Saint 
Peter’s or Mitchell. Taiah Thornton ’21, Gabrielle Harris ’21 
and Kendrea Williams ’21 all enrolled at the University, but 
red-shirted last season, after playing for Mitchell at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University-Florham. “Their leadership, drive and 
will to win really helps in practice,” the veteran coach said. 
“They know my expectations, and that helps other players on 
the team get where they need to be.”

The three new Peacocks have already gelled with 
returning players like Zoe Pero ’20, Briyanah Richardson ’22 
and Cinnamon Dockery ’22. In addition, Mitchell expects 
big contributions from transfer Yamel Abreu ’21, a National 
Junior College Athletic Association First Team All-American 
selection from Union County College. 

The Peacocks face a tough schedule in Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference action, as well as in non-conference 
play, with Delaware State University, Morgan State 
University, Lehigh University and Howard University all 
on the slate. Mitchell said, “It’s definitely a tremendous 
challenge, but I think we’re up for it.”

PEACOCK

U

Double  
Take

Fresh off World Cup success, this powerhouse 

duo look to make their mark at Saint Peter’s.
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1950 
Eugene Bonacci, M.D., graduated 
from Jefferson Medical College in 
Philadelphia in 1956. He completed 
a residency in surgery at Downstate 
Medical Center in New York,  
following which he served in the  
U.S. Army. Upon discharge from the 
service, he practiced general surgery 
for more than 50 years in Bergen 
County, N.J. He is now retired and 
living in Englewood Cliffs, N.J. He 
and his wife have been married 62 
years and are the proud parents of 
seven children and 13 grandchildren. 

1955 
Bob Kramer spent several weeks 
traveling through the Ukraine and 

Germany while working on new 
translations of Rilke. His latest book 
appeared in a Spanish-English 
bilingual edition in October.

1957 
Donald Nowacki and his wife,  
Barbara, celebrated their 57th wed-
ding anniversary. 

1959 
Harold (Harry) Heinz and his wife, 
Millie, marked their 55th wedding 
anniversary on May 23. On October 
30, Heinz marked the 37th anniver-
sary of his ordination to the perma-
nent diaconate for the Diocese of 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Frank Ryan celebrated a milestone 
year–his 50th doing taxes, 50th of 
earning his master’s degree from 
Montclair State University, 50th 
married to his wife, Betsy, and 60th 
since being basketball manager and 
graduating from Saint Peter’s. 

1960 
At age 81, Charlie Burke is still an 
active basketball sharpshooter. In 
June, he won three first-place med-
als at the Pasadena Senior Games 
basketball shooting contests. At 
his local basketball court, he set 
two new shooting records, having 
shot 61 consecutive free throws 
and 28 consecutive bank shots (17 
feet from the basket). He still plays 
pickup basketball almost every day.

1961 
Alan Nasser recently wrote a book 
titled Overripe Economy: American 
Capitalism and the Crisis of De-
mocracy (Pluto Press, 2018). 

Bill Smith, Clement “Clem” 
Reck and George Haines got 
together after 58 years for lunch at 
Tres Famiglia Ristorante in Haddon-
field, N.J. They all played basketball 
together during their time at Saint 
Peter’s as guard, forward and cen-
ter, respectively. 

1962 
Harold “Hal” Kurfehs was rec-
ognized by Marquis Who’s Who for 
consistent leadership and creative 
approach through three distinct 
careers encompassing corporate 
advertising, marketing, general 
management and entrepreneurship. 
He is currently a top commercial 
real estate practitioner in Con-
necticut. His leadership and creative 
attributes showed up during his 
days at Saint Peter’s, where he was  
included in Who’s Who Among  
Students in American Universities 
and Colleges, and was president 
of the senior class, chair of the 

Student Council and founder of the 
Public Speaking Club, all while  
being in the Honor Society. 

Last August, John Petrozzi, M.D., 
and his wife, Dottie, celebrated their 
50th anniversary with a yacht cruise 
of the French Riviera. He retired 13 
years ago as a professor of derma-
tology at the University of Pennsyl-
vania School of Medicine, where 
he contributed 50 publications to 
the dermatology literature. He and 
his wife have enjoyed spending 
more time with their four children 
and six grandsons. He often plays 
golf, which continues to be a most 
frustrating passion.

1963 
Frank Ciesla, Esq., a name at-
torney with Giordano, Halleran & 
Ciesla in Red Bank, N.J., has been 
selected as the first recipient of 
the Lifetime Achievement Award 
given by the New Jersey State Bar 
Association’s Health Law Section. 
In bestowing the award, the section 
recognized Ciesla’s career-long 
contributions to the practice of 
healthcare law and his role as one of 
the first attorneys in the state to de-
velop a healthcare practice concen-
tration. Ciesla, chair emeritus of the 
firm’s healthcare law practice area 
and of counsel with the firm, started 
practicing healthcare law in 1975. 
Since then, he has represented 
health systems, hospitals, long-term 
care providers, physicians, individual 
practice associations, home health 
agencies, ambulance carriers and 
industry-wide associations.

1964 
Ken Dinolfo has been recertified 
as a coxswain in the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary for the next  
three years. 

On May 31, Bishop John W. 
Flesey, STD, celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood. His first Mass was at St. 

Send us 
your NEWS!

Have you…
•  Landed your first job?

•  Retired from your last job?

•  Met the love of your life?

•  Celebrated a milestone 
anniversary?

•  Welcomed a child?

•  Welcomed a grandchild?

•  Reminisced with friends from  
Saint Peter’s?

• Received a promotion or honor?

Saint Peter’s University welcomes 
any and all news about your  
career, education, family life  
and reconnecting with other  
alumni. Submit a class note on:  
alumni.saintpeters.edu/newsandnotes 
or send to: Office of Alumni 
Engagement, 2641 John F. Kennedy 
Boulevard, Jersey City, NJ 07306.

Class of ’64 and ’69 Reunite
Aedan’s Church on June 1, 1969. 
Currently, Bishop Flesey serves as 
auxiliary bishop emeritus for the 
Archdiocese of Newark. 

1965 
James Brown retired as a school 
psychologist and lives in an active 
adult community in Williamsburg, Va. 

1967 
William Gutsch, Ph.D., just 
returned from Africa after co-leading 
his latest big game photographic  
safari. He will also co-lead an-
other trip to the Arctic to view and 
photograph the Northern Lights in 
September 2020.

1968 
Bob Steeves and his wife, Barbara, 
are pleased to announce that on July 
16 their granddaughter, Amanda, 
and her husband, Capt. Justin Di-
Carlo, USA, became the parents of 
twin boys, Owen and Zachery. The 
babies are the Steeves’ second and 
third great-grandchildren.

1971 
Carl Salerno’s eldest grandson, 
Nicky, 18, is the mascot for the 
Somerset Patriots professional 
baseball team in Somerset, N.J. His 
granddaughter, Jessica, 15, is con-
sidered a candidate for the Juilliard 
School and can play “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” by ear, while Madison, 
9, is a Wiz cheerleader and a Girl 
Scout. His grandson, Matthew, 7, is 
on travel soccer and travel baseball. 
Carl and his wife, Carol, are cel-
ebrating 48 years of marriage. 

1972 
Theresa (Troise) Heidel’s draw-
ings and watercolors were on exhibit 
in a showing called The Magic of 
Light in the Upper Gallery at the 
Spring Lake Community House from 
August 4–November 22. 

Jim Tierney recently took a position 
as a senior adviser with Integras In-
telligence, Inc. in New York City. He 
spent 25 years as a FBI agent and a 
number of years in physical security.

1974 
Jane and Charles Dullea were 
blessed with two more grandchil-
dren on February 4, when Mary 
and Charles Dullea became proud 
parents to John Charles and James 
Henry. The twin brothers also have 
a big sister, Emma Michele, who 
turned 2 in March. 

Windels Marx Lane & Mittendorf, 
LLP announced the arrival of Frank 
A. Biancola, Esq., as special 
counsel. Biancola focuses primarily 
on real estate and related matters. 
He handles complex commercial 
and industrial real estate transac-
tions, including leasing, mortgage 
based financing and purchases and 
sales of real estate. He also has 
experience representing institutional 
lenders with respect to real estate 
foreclosure matters. 

Kathleen Skrupskis enjoyed a 
trip this summer to the village of St. 
Peter’s on Cape Breton Island in 
Nova Scotia, Canada. 

1975 
Jim Fusilli recently released his 
ninth novel, The Mayor of Polk 
Street (Audible.com, 2019). It is 
narrated by actor Edoardo Ballerini 
(Boardwalk Empire, The Sopra-
nos), the two-time winner of the 
Audie Award as Best Male Narrator 
presented by the Audio Publishers 
Association. 

In June, Sr. Lucy Zientek, CDP, 
was elected to a five-year term as 
provincial vicar for the American 
Province of the Congregation of 
Divine Providence. For the past five 
years she has served on the Provin-
cial Council while also ministering as 

Saint Peter’s University recently feted the Class of 1969 at Golden 
Peacock Alumni Weekend. Members of the 50th reunion class 
arrived on campus on September 27 to begin a fun-filled weekend 
of receptions, campus tours and Mass. Wonderful memories 
were shared during the Golden Peacock Dinner Dance, which is 
always a highlight of the weekend. Graduates from the Class of 
1969 were joined by other Golden Peacocks, including members 
of the Class of 1964 marking their 55th reunion. The Class of 
1969 demonstrated continuing dedication to Saint Peter’s with a 
generous class gift of over half a million dollars.

1. The Class of 1969 committee presents the class gift to University 
President Eugene Cornacchia, Ph.D. 2. Eugene Cornacchia, Ph.D. and 
Grady Dale Jr. ’69  3. Vincent D’Elia, Esq. ’69 4. The Class of 1969

1. 

2. 3. 

4. 
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pastoral associate for a large parish 
in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. 

1976 
Francis Giantomasi, Esq., was 
recently elected chairman of the 
Children’s Hospital of New Jersey at 
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center, 
a RWJBarnabas Health facility. 

George Grimm recently published 
his second book about the history of 
the New York Rangers, Guardians of 
the Goal (Sports Publishing, 2019).

1977 
Charles M. Lizza, Esq., vice chair 
of Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP’s 
Litigation Department and chair of its 
life sciences & IP litigation practice, 
was named to the NJBIZ Law Power 
50 list. His profile recognized that 
“the pharmaceutical industry is a 
huge segment of the New Jersey 
economy and Lizza helps those 
drugmakers protect one of their 
most valuable resources: intellectual 
property.” Lizza has handled cases 

for dozens of major pharmaceuti-
cal companies, including Celgene 
Corporation and DePuy Synthes 
Companies, part of the Johnson & 
Johnson family of companies. Among 
many activities, he serves on the 
U.S. District Court’s New Jersey Lo-
cal Patent Rules Advisory Commit-
tee and has been a mediator in the 
Southern District of New York since 
1992.

Richard Sartori, M.D., FAAP, will 
be returning to Kisumu, Kenya, for 
the eighth time with the Richard M. 
Brodsky Foundation. While there, he 
cares for children, mainly orphaned 
by AIDS, while supplying much 
needed medicine. He also runs the 
half marathon on World AIDS Day 
in Kenya. 

1978 
Maria Castillo-Gutherz has 
four grandchildren, Dominick, 17, 
Anthony, 13, Jon-Albert II, 3, and 
Valentina, 1. 

1979 
Carmel Galasso was elected  
for a two-year term as president  
of the Board of Directors for  
Hudson Hospice. 

Edward Moskal, M.S., M.M.S., 
professor, founding director of the 
master’s in cyber security and former 
chair of the computer science de-
partment at Saint Peter’s University, 
recently completed a two-year $7.9 
million National Intelligence Office 
research project as project manager 
for the University of Notre Dame. 
The purpose of the project was to 
explore and expand capabilities to 
understand productivity in the work-
place through the use of wearables, 
smartphones, sensors, social media 
and advances in machine learning. 
The work involved managing the 
tasks/activities of researchers from 
nine institutions: University of Notre 
Dame, University of California Irvine, 
Georgia Institute of Technology, 
University of Washington, University 
of Colorado Boulder, Carnegie  

Mellon University, Dartmouth  
College, The Ohio State University 
and The University of Texas. 

1980 
Aldo A. Caceres, Esq., is celebrat-
ing 27 years of assisting clients 
locally and nationally with family-
sponsored and employment-based 
immigration, citizenship/naturaliza-
tion, deportation/removal defense, 
bond proceedings, appeals, requests 
for prosecutorial discretion, non-
immigrant visas, consular processing, 
waivers and family law matters.

1981 
Maureen Guilfoyle has been pro-
moted to director of instruction and 
funded programs at the Township of 
Union Public School District.

Jay Stearns, M.D., and his wife, Pi-
lar, celebrated their 34th anniversary 
in July. Their son started his first job 
as a computer programmer in Sep-
tember and previously completed a 
locum tenens physician assignment 
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Fore a Great Cause
Golfers took to the links at two events to support Saint Peter’s University and Peacock athletics. Held at the Forest Hill Field Club in 
Bloomfield, the 46th annual Mike Brown ’56 Alumni Golf Outing drew a great crowd. Timothy Brennan ’04, ’16 was the member-
host for the May 30 event. Several weeks later, on June 17, Saint Peter’s Athletics hosted the William J. Murray Peacock Athletics 
Golf Outing at the Maplewood Country Club to support student-athletes on the field and in the classroom.

A Shore Tradition
This summer, Ellen and Jim O’Brien ’64 hosted a gathering of 
Saint Peter’s University alumni at the Spring Lake Golf Club. 
Held August 14, the get-together featured plenty of Peacock 
camaraderie, as well as a presentation by Frederick Bonato, 
Ph.D., provost and vice president for academic affairs, on the 
new and exciting degrees and certificate programs being of-
fered at each of the schools at the graduate level.
 
 

Kitty Alessi, Eileen Leahey, Andrew Detullio and Joe Yewaisis ’98  
from Provident Bank 

1. Nearly 100 alumni and friends attended the annual shore 
gathering. 2. Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Frederick Bonato, Ph.D. 3. The event’s host, Jim O’Brien ’64 

1. 2. 

3. 

Mike Brown ’56 Alumni Golf Outing William J. Murray Peacock Athletics Golf Outing
Participants of The Rev. Rocco Danzi, S.J., Putting Challenge

SAVE THE DATE

in Saipan. While there, he swam 
7.5K with the local dolphin club to 
an offshore island, and their young-
est daughter, Isabel, 16, performed 
with a group of Polynesian dancers. 

1982 
Joseph Kalinowski III has enjoyed 
retirement for the past year after 
working for 31 years at Johnson & 
Johnson as a senior tax director. 

1983 
Peter Vardakis started a new posi-
tion at Merwin & Paolazzi Insurance 
Agency in Lyndhurst, N.J. 

John J. Wiegartner and his wife, 
Jeanette, recently celebrated their 
25th wedding anniversary with a 
group of more than 60 family mem-
bers and friends at a local restau-
rant. In keeping with Jesuit tradition, 
and having more than enough stuff, 
they asked their guests to bring 
nonperishable food, paper products, 
baby products or a donation to the 
party in lieu of gifts. The couple 

partnered with MCFOODS, the 
Middlesex County (N.J.) Emergency 
Food Network, which coincidentally 
is also celebrating its 25th anniver-
sary this year. 

1984 
Eileen Markenstein is the  
volunteer president of the Board  
of Trustees that has saved the 
formerly abandoned Historic  
Jersey City & Harsimus Cemetery. 
With no regular funding, the site 
has been transformed into a cultural 
heritage destination, now open 
seven days a week, while hous-
ing veterans onsite in its historic 
gatekeeper house. The grounds also 
feature a Permaculture learning cen-
ter with a weekly 4-H Club and the 
Youth Urban Farm Club, complete 
with goats and sheep.

1985 
Santo “Vincent” Grasso, D.O., 
M.S.I.S., M.B.A., has been ap-
pointed as global practice lead: 

healthcare & life sciences at IPsoft 
Inc., a global leader in enterprise 
artificial intelligence. 

1987 
Marcia Mitchell, Ph.D., was  
approved for a patent to help  
model English sentences within a 
distributed neural network for com-
prehension and understanding.

1988 
Diva Mejias joined the Board of 
Directors at Bellevue University in 
Bellevue, Neb., on May 31.

1991 
Tom Weatherall was reappointed 
for a three-year term on the board 
of directors for the Fathers of St. 
Edmund Southern Missions Inc. 
based in Selma, Ala., an apostolate 
of the Edmundites. Their mission in 
Selma is to provide food, clothing 
and shelter to poor and marginalized 
children and families, young adults 
and seniors of all faith traditions to 

January 26, 2020
Alumni Reception – Naples, Fla.
Hosted by Josephine and  
Thomas O’Reilly ’69
Mass followed by brunch 
Naples Sailing & Yacht Club 
Naples, Fla. 

February 6, 2020
First Pitch Luncheon
Saint Peter’s University
Mac Mahon Student Center 

February 23, 2020
Athletics Hall of Fame  
Induction Ceremony
Saint Peter’s University
Mac Mahon Student Center 

March 10–14, 2020
MAAC Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball Championships
Atlantic City, N.J.

April 16, 2020
Dr. Marylou Yam Distinguished 
Nursing Lecture Series
Saint Peter’s University
The Duncan Family Sky Room

April 22, 2020
Tagliabue Lecture Series
Saint Peter’s University
The Duncan Family Sky Room
Presenter: Sir Gilbert Levine,  
the Pope’s Maestro
Special Guest: Cardinal Joseph  
W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., Archbishop  
of Newark

May 1, 2020
Hearts & Minds: The  
Saint Peter’s University  
Scholarship Celebration
Maritime Parc 
Jersey City, N.J.

June 7, 2020
Class of 1960 Mass of 
Remembrance and Brunch
Saint Peter’s University
The Duncan Family Sky Room

For more information, please visit 
alumni.saintpeters.edu or contact 
the Office of Alumni Engagement 
at (201) 761-6122 or alumni@
saintpeters.edu.
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Elegant Support
Joyce and Eugene Flinn ’80 were the gracious hosts at an 
annual dinner to support St. Aedan’s: The Saint Peter’s Uni-
versity Church on June 24. Held at Amanda’s Restaurant, the 
event featured a four-course meal with wine pairings. A silent 
auction was held for the painting The Village by late local artist 

Salvatore Pantozzi. Donated by Gail and Ralph Pantozzi, church 
parishioners and friends of Saint Peter’s University, the paint-
ing depicts the church and its Bergen Avenue neighborhood. In 
addition to the church, the event raised funds for The Campus 
Kitchen at Saint Peter’s.

1. Theresa Kwiatkowski ’72 and Grace De Fazio, spouse of Joseph 
De Fazio, Esq. ’73 2. Alfred Marangi ’87, event hosts Joyce and 
Eugene Flinn ’80 and Director of Campus Ministry Christine Boyle
 

2. 

meet their immediate needs while 
addressing the long-term issues of 
systemic poverty in the deep South.

1995 
Belinda Pestana was named 43rd 
on the 50 Most Powerful Latina 
Women in Corporate America list by 
the Association of Latino Profes-
sionals for America (ALPFA). She 
is currently a partner and regional 
business tax services leader at Ernst 
& Young. She is also the founder 
of the Sound of Gol Foundation, a 
nonprofit dedicated to the develop-
ment of youth through soccer.

1996 
Regina “Gina” Melnyk was 
elected to a three-year term on the 
Highlands Board of Education and 
was sworn in January 3. 

2000 
Leonard Moscatelli, Ed.D., was 
awarded his doctorate from Seton 
Hall University in May.

2001 
Melissa Paniccioli M.B.A., MS, 
’04, ’19 recently completed her 
master’s in cyber security at Saint 
Peter’s University. 

2010 
Marisa Borelli graduated  
from Rutgers University in May  
with a Doctorate in Nursing  
Practice (DNP). 

Peaches (Maria) Dela Paz 
professed first vows with the Sisters 
of St. Francis of Philadelphia on 
August 10.

Kaitlin Ensor completed her Ph.D. 
in cognitive science at Stony Brook 
University and started a job as an 
assistant professor of psychology at 
Glenville State College. 

2011 
James Falletti recently returned 
from China, where he completed 
a seven-week educational position 
teaching students from first through 

eighth grade in various STEAM-
based courses. He has also been 
asked to return next year and rewrite 
the curriculum for the program. He 
says this amazing experience has 
helped him grow, not only as an 
individual, but as a global educator. 

2012 
Yolanda Croswell celebrated her 
40th birthday on May 15. Yolanda 
is blessed to have reached such a 
wonderful milestone in her life. 

James Waddleton has released a 
poetry album on SoundCloud.

2013 
Michael G. Marmora graduated 
from dental school and completed 
a dental residency. He recently 
accepted a position as an associate 
dentist in Fort Lee, N.J. 

Isagani Tubera has opened a 
tutoring and marketing center, A 
Plus Educational & Marketing Cen-
ter, LLC. It is now starting to gain 
momentum and he has been hiring 

more tutors to teach mathematics, 
chemistry, physics, biology, PSAT/
SAT, English and more.

2014 
Heather Helsel ’14, ’16 graduated 
from Rutgers University School of 
Law in May 2019. In August, she 
began clerking for the Hon. Linda 
W. Eynon, J.S.C.

2015 
As of June 2019, Shambree  
Bonner became a licensed attorney 
in the State of New Jersey. 

Kimberley Yuhas will graduate with 
her master of education in curricu-
lum and instruction from Penn State 
University in December 2019. She 
also began her first year of teaching 
for the Woodbridge Township School 
District in September 2019. 

2016 
Manuelita Duran is currently 
working on the Biden 2020 
campaign as senior analyst on the 

operations team in Philadelphia, Pa. 
She previously worked in operations 
for New Jersey Governor Phil 
Murphy.

2017 
Zakee Conte-Smith is a medical 
laboratory scientist. 

Anthony Haywood recently 
relocated to Plano, Texas, to pursue 
a career opportunity with JPMorgan 
Chase & Co.

Esther Ongeri is working as the 
assistant to the campaign manager 
on the Biden 2020 campaign. She 
is based in Philadelphia, Pa. 

2018 
David Caracta, M.P.A., recently 
joined the Office of Advancement 
and External Affairs as the assistant 
director of alumni engagement. 

Scott O. Cumberbatch served as 
an English instructor for 12 years 
at the Historic Arts High School of 
Newark, N.J., and is now supervi-
sor of instruction of the Diana C. 
Lobosco STEM Academy, a part 
of the Passaic County Vocational 
School District.

2019 
Joe Basile received a job offer from 
EveryDayEspo LLC just three weeks 
after graduation. In addition, he 
partnered with Saint Peter’s to have 
his company take pictures at the Fall 
Career & Internship Fair. He is look-
ing forward to future collaborations 
with alma mater. 

Robert Chelminski is a financial 
consultant with Strategic Financial 
Solutions.

Sean Manning is attending New 
York Law School. 

Rebecca Olcese is a molecular 
biologist at a research lab in  
Philadelphia. She works on patients 
with head, neck, cervical or mela-
noma cancers by growing tumor- 
infiltrating lymphocytes from previ-
ously removed tumors. 

Engagements 
Nicole Onello ’11 recently got 
engaged. 

Michael G. Marmora ’13 recently 
got engaged.

Marriages 
Sarah (Levy) Collier ’11 married 
Devan Collier during two celebra-
tions on May 26, 2018 and Novem-
ber 11, 2018. They welcomed a 
baby girl, Olivia, on March 16.

Stephen P. Ellerman ’74 wed 
Donna J. Orr in Morris Plains, N.J.,  
in an outdoor ceremony on  
October 26.

Births 
Erin (Fitzgerald) Doorly ’97 
welcomed a baby girl, Corinne Mae 
Doorly, on July 9. 

Marisa Borelli ’10 welcomed her 
first child, Dante, in January.

John Salierno ’10 was recently 
married and welcomed a child. 

Christina Clarke ’10 recently wel-
comed a baby girl, Everleigh Jean. 

Katrina Cousley ’18 welcomed a 
baby boy on August 12. 

The Saint Peter’s University Alumni Board welcomed four new 
members to its ranks: Edward Reuter ’64, Paul J. Brignola, Sr. 
’68, Cathy Dondero ’70 and Lucy Sardella-Lawrence ’82. They 
bring extensive professional experience to the alumni board, as well 
as years of leadership and service to a range of nonprofit boards. 

Reuter earned a bachelor’s degree in English at Saint Peter’s, then 
enjoyed a long career as an educator and administrator, first at North 
Bergen High School and then Saint Peter’s University, where he was 
assistant dean of students and vice president of student affairs, the 
role from which he retired in 1999. He has served as a trustee or 
director on the boards of the International Institute of New Jersey, the 
Hudson County Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse, Marist High 
School and the Columbia High School Scholarship Fund.

Brignola earned his degree in accounting from Saint Peter’s and 
spent more than 45 years in the finance industry at J.P. Morgan 
Investment Management Inc., and more recently as managing director 
for The Church Pension Fund. Now retired, he was a member of 
the Board of Directors and treasurer of the Institute for Community 
Living, was treasurer and vice president of the Board of Managers of 
The Havens Relief Fund Society and currently serves as a non-voting 

member of the Finance Committee of the United Hospital Fund. 
Dondero graduated from Saint Peter’s with a degree in accounting, 

but soon switched to education and earned a master’s degree 
in student personnel services at Montclair State University. She 
worked in the field of education for more than 40 years before 
retiring in 2012. For 10 years, Dondero served as a board member 
with the Child Abuse Prevention Center in Jersey City. In 2014, she 
reconnected with the University as a member of the 50th Anniversary 
Alumnae Celebration Committee, marking the admittance of women 
to the Day Session in 1966. Dondero now serves on the Class of 
1970 50th Reunion Committee. 

Sardella-Lawrence earned a Bachelor of Science degree, 
summa cum laude, with double majors in computer science and 
mathematics from Saint Peter’s. She has spent the past 37 years at 
AT&T and is currently directing Agile software development projects 
in the Chief Data Office. Her career has spanned information 
technology roles ranging from developer to data modeler to team 
lead. Sardella-Lawrence is currently a trustee and lector in her 
church and has previously been a high school math and middle 
school STEM tutor. 

ON BOARD WITH SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP

1. 
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Harold W. Anton Jr. ’54
Michael A. Bochis ’68
O. J. Bongiovanni ’61
Charles Bull ’65
John H. Connolly ’55
David Cummings
Hon. Michael J. Degnan ’61
Mario J. DiNapoli ’57
Gerald K. Doherty ’54
William W. Dornburgh ’54
Arthur W. Ellermann ’58
John L. Farrell Jr. ’50
James J. Finnerty Jr., Esq. ’57
Col. Joseph P. Fitzgerald, USA  
 (Ret) ’59
Gerald J. Fitzgerald ’58
Patrick J. Foley Jr., Ph.D. ’63
Donald B. Fraser, Ph.D. ’54
James J. Grant, Ph.D.
Joseph H. Herm ’65 
William Horan ’74
Robert P. Howard ’47
Patrick J. Hughes ’56
Lauren Jacobsen ’88
Joseph R. Karowski ’72
Thomas H. Kelly ’71
Thomas P. Kennedy Sr. ’58
Patricia Lillis 
Joseph Lobue, Ph.D. ’55
Virginia Madek
Joseph M. McGeary ’53
Thomas J. McGovern ’66 
Nickolas F. Monteforte, Esq. ’67
Raymond J. Murphy ’47
Janet R. Napurano ’70
Nickolas E. Nasuta, Esq. ’62
Robert J. O’Connor ’87
John M. O’Dowd ’50
George Peterson 
Joseph P. Pirozzi ’77
Matthew A. Powell ’90 
Samuel J. Sasso ’60
John J. Saueracker ’52 
Michael F. Scanlon ’77
John V. Scott ’70 
Denise M. Tate, R.N.
Laura Turco
Arthur W. Vespignani, Esq. ’65
Charles J. Vickers ’47
Matthew C. Vinci ’53 
Thomas V. Whelan ’68

Requiescant in Pace
Saint Peter’s University wishes to 
extend its prayers and condolences to 
the families of alumni, members of the 
University community and friends who 
have passed away. CATCHING UP WITH. . .

“Every day, I feel 

so privileged to be 

where I am,” said 

Christian Ugaz Va-

lencia ’16, a summa 

cum laude graduate of 

Saint Peter’s Univer-

sity. And it’s not diffi-

cult to understand 

why—Ugaz Valencia 

is now in his second 

year at the Stanford 

University School 

of Medicine, where 

he’s pursuing his 

interest in neurology. 

“I’m learning from 

the most innovative 

faculty members, 

and I’m exposed to 

so much fascinating information every day.” He anticipates 

graduating with a M.D. in 2022, after which his ambitions 

include a neurology residency, a fellowship in neuro-oncol-

ogy and leadership of a research team within an academic 

institution. 

Ugaz Valencia clearly is no stranger to hard work and 

commitment, values that served him well as an under-

graduate student double-majoring in biochemistry and 

Latin American and Latino studies. “Coming to Saint Peter’s 

was the best decision of my life,” he said in the Winter 2015 

issue of this magazine, which celebrated the impact of 

Students at the Center: The Campaign for Saint Peter’s University. 

The medical student credits Saint Peter’s faculty for helping 

him explore multiple academic paths. His honors thesis 

adviser, Alex Trillo, Ph.D., associate professor in the Depart-

ment of Sociology and Urban Studies, “was one of the most 

influential people I met at Saint Peter’s. I thank him for 

teaching me so many valuable lessons.” 

Ugaz Valencia also cites Associate Professor and Chair 

of the Political Science Department Anna Brown, Ph.D., 

and Leonard Sciorra, Ph.D., Joseph Schuh, S.J. Professor of 

the Health and Natural Sciences, as important sources of 

support and encouragement. “Dr. Sciorra was very helpful 

to me as I made the decision to go to medical school,” Ugaz 

Valencia said. “He believed in me in the moments where I 

didn’t think I could do it. The faculty of Saint Peter’s is truly 

invested in seeing students grow professionally, personally 

and spiritually.”

In addition to the relationships he formed with profes-

sors, Ugaz Valencia gained a deep appreciation for the Jesuit 

values he experienced at Saint Peter’s. Cura personalis, or 

care for the individual person, was a principle he applied in 

many situations as a three-year resident assistant, biology 

and chemistry tutor and GEMS peer mentor. “These ideas 

work in synergy for me as a future physician,” he said. “I 

want to give myself completely to each of my patients, not 

only treating their illnesses or conditions, but also making 

sure they’re taken care of in all aspects of their lives. These 

values have played a key role in determining the physician I 

will be in the future.” 

Christian Ugaz Valencia ’16 at Stanford University School of Medicine

Good as GOLD

Andu Morie, Christopher Diaz ’15, Carla Guaman ’17 and Nelam Bidja ’16

Thomas V. Whelan ’68 never forgot his roots. 
The alumnus, who passed away on August 2, 
was deeply devoted to Saint Peter’s University 
and a long roster of philanthropic organizations. 
“Tom Whelan was a classic Saint Peter’s 
University man,” said Hon. Edward T. O’Connor 
Jr. ’64. “He had a distinguished career in 
business, but he never let his success change 
his character or personality.” 

Whelan was born and raised in Jersey City. 
He served in the U.S. Air Force, and when he 
returned to Jersey City, worked as a truck driver 
while attending classes in the Evening Division 
at Saint Peter’s. He earned a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology and later was founder and CEO 
of Healthways Communications in Elizabeth, 

N.J. Whelan served on the University’s Board of 
Trustees and his visionary generosity ushered 
in a new era of residential life at Saint Peter’s. 
In 1994, Whelan made the first-ever seven 
figure gift in Saint Peter’s history. This enabled 
the constuction of Whelan Hall on the East 
Campus, which was named for his parents, 
John and Florence. Whelan was also among 
a select group of Americans recognized with 
the Ellis Island Medal of Honor. Sponsored by 
the Ellis Island Honors Society, the award is 
presented annually to individuals for professional 
accomplishments and inspired service to 
the nation. “His generosity and philanthropy 
are legendary,” said O’Connor. “In the Jesuit 
tradition, Tom Whelan was a man for others.” 

Peacock pride was in the house when GOLD (Graduates Of the Last 
Decade) got together for a happy hour on October 3. Held at Porta 
Jersey City, the event featured hors d’oeuvres, drinks and good times, 
as alumni reconnected with friends and caught up on the latest Saint 
Peter’s University news.

“I’m learning from the most innovative faculty 
members, and I’m exposed to so much fascinating 
information every day.” 

REMEMBRANCE

A MAN FOR OTHERS

1. Thomas Whelan ’68 Peacock Pie class photo 2. Whelan Hall groundbreaking 3. Whelan Hall today

1. 2. 

3. 
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Give Back Scholars Arrive
In the spring of 2016, this group of scholars were high school freshmen, unaware 

that their lives were about to change. Give Something Back (Give Back) had just 

made a $1 million gift to Saint Peter’s University to support a future cohort of 50 

New Jersey students who would attend the University at no cost for tuition, fees, 

room or board. 

Fast forward three-and-a-half years and the first cohort of Give Back scholars 

began their freshman year at Saint Peter’s in late August. Three more cohorts 

will follow the inaugural group over the next three years.  

Founded by benefactor Robert Carr, Give Back provides scholarships and men-

toring for promising students to graduate college in four years, debt-free. Saint 

Peter’s was the first Jesuit university and first independent institution of higher 

education in New Jersey to enter into partnership with Give Back in 2016. 

Front row (L to R): Kimberly Rojas ’23, Moises Figueroa ’23 and Johanna Juarez ’23 Back row (L to R): Anthony Dennis ’23, Evelyn Perez ’23,  
Kaylie Morris ’23 and Victoria Tukes ’23

saintpeterspeacocks.com

Ignite minds. Shape the future. 

Be the spark.
Saint Peter’s University is a place where talent, determination and investment combine to achieve extraordinary outcomes. 

Our brand of Jesuit education ignites minds and empowers students to “go forth and set the world on fire.”

Be the spark for our students by supporting Saint Peter’s University today. Your gift will make a direct impact on academics, 

scholarships and the student experience—and by investing in Jesuit education, your gift is the best way to shape the future.

Please visit our secure site at saintpeters.edu/giving or call us at (201) 761-6109.
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